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“A stronger China-India relationship 
will bring more benefits to our 
two countries and peoples and 
contribute more positive energy to 
Asia and the world at large.”

–Chinese President Xi Jinping

“Good relations between India and China 
are conducive not only for our respective 
countries, but are also important from 
the perspective of peace, stability and 
prosperity of our region and the world.”

– India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi



From Ambassador’s Desk H.E. Sun Weidong
China’s Ambassador to India

China-India@70: Scaling New Frontiers 

It’s been a remarkable journey spanning seven 
decades. The establishment of diplomatic 
relations between China and India on April 1, 

1950 marked a defining milestone in multifarious 
relations between the two neighbours and ancient 
civilisations. In an eloquent gesture, India became 
the first non-socialist country to establish diplomatic 
relations with the People’s Republic of China.  

Seven decades later, it’s uplifting to see 
China-India relations transform into a multi-
layered Strategic and Cooperative Partnership 
that encompasses virtually all areas of human 
activity. High-level diplomatic contacts have 
been complemented by a burgeoning economic 
partnership and robust people-to-people and 
cultural ties. 

The 70th anniversary felicitation messages 
exchanges by our leaders have set a positive tone 
for the future of this partnership. “China-India 
relations have now reached a new starting point 
with new opportunities to be grasped… A stronger 
China-India relationship will bring more benefits to 
our two countries and peoples and contribute more 
positive energy to Asia and the world at large,” 
Chinese President Xi Jinping said in a message 
to President Ram Nath Kovind. Similarly, Prime 
Minister Modi, in his message to Premier Li Keqiang, 
stressed on strengthening coordination and mutual 
solidarity, and jointly tackling the challenges faced 
by the world. 

In sync with this spirit of solidarity, our two 
countries have shown wisdom and maturity by 
constantly focusing on mutual cooperation to jointly 
combat the coronavirus pandemic. China and 
India have maintained close communication and 
cooperation on epidemic prevention and control. 
We appreciate the letter of support sent by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to President Xi Jinping 
in the early stages of the epidemic. Subsequently, 
the two leaders attended the Extraordinary G20 
Leaders’ Summit on COVID-19 in April. 

State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
had telephone conversations with External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar twice, which focused on 
enhancing anti-epidemic cooperation. Our two 
countries have sent medical supplies to each other. 
We are touched by spontaneous expression of 
support from the Indian people. China will continue 
to share its experiences in epidemic prevention, 
control and treatment with the Indian side in 
different ways and extend our support to India as 
much as we can. 

The counter-pandemic cooperation is a fitting 
way to mark the 70th anniversary of China-India 
ties as it reflects our shared commitment to mutual 
solidarity through thick and thin and forging 
closer development partnership. To optimise the 
full potential of bilateral ties, the two countries 
should follow the four-fold path, including leading, 
transmitting, shaping, and integrating to achieve 
the common goal of “universal harmony” and 
mutual development. 

As we look ahead to a brighter future, I invite 
you to read this Special Edition of the Embassy 
magazine, which encapsulates reflections on myriad 
facets of the China-India relationship in three broad 
sections: political-diplomatic exchanges, pragmatic 
cooperation and people-to-people and cultural ties. 

These are difficult times, but we will leave 
no stone unturned to win the battle against the 
epidemic and jointly safeguard global and regional 
public health security. Given intertwined dreams 
of over 2.7 billion people of China and India, I am 
confident that we will take the “Dragon-Elephant 
tango” on a glorious journey in the next 70 years, 
and write a new chapter in building a community 
with a shared future for mankind.
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On April 1, 2020, H.E. Xi Jinping, President 
of the People’s Republic of China and 
H.E. Ram Nath Kovind, President of 

the Republic of India, exchanged messages of 
felicitations to celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. 

Closer Development Partnership 
President Xi Jinping noted in his message 
that China-India relations have travelled a 
remarkable journey in the last seven decades. 
“Thanks to the joint efforts of both sides, our 
two countries have established a Strategic 
and Cooperative Partnership for Peace and 
Prosperity and are working to build a Closer 

Developmental Partnership. Our two countries 
are enjoying deeper exchanges and cooperation 
across the board and growing coordination in 
major international and regional affairs,” said the 
Chinese leader. 

“China-India relations have now reached 
a new starting point with new opportunities 
to be grasped. I place great importance on this 
partnership and am ready to work with President 
Kovind to take it to a new level. A stronger China-
India relationship will bring more benefits to our 
two countries and peoples and contribute more 
positive energy to Asia and the world at large.”

President Kovind stated in his message that 
over the last 70 years, India-China relations 
have substantially expanded. “We have made 
considerable progress especially in the last few 
years in enhancing our bilateral engagement in 
a number of areas, including political, economic 
and people-to-people ties,” said President 
Kovind. 

“As two ancient civilizations, neighboring 
countries as well as large emerging economies, 
good relations between India and China are not 
only in our mutual interest but also important for 
peace and prosperity of the world at large. We, in 
India, look forward to furthering our relationship 
with China and working together to broaden and 

China-India Relations 
Have Now Reached a 
New Starting Point: 
President Xi 
Exchange of Messages of Felicitations between the leaders of 
China and India on the 70th Anniversary of the Establishment of 
Diplomatic Relations between the two countries. 

     Messages of Felicitations

Chinese President Xi Jinping and India’s President Ram 
Nath Kovind. 
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deepen our Closer Development Partnership,”said 
President Kovind. 

Sustaining Momentum 
On the same day, H.E. Li Keqiang, Premier of the 
State Council of the People’s Republic of China, 
also exchanged messages of felicitations with H.E. 
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic of 
India. Premier Li Keqiang stated that a relationship 
defined by friendship, cooperation and mutual 
benefit will serve the fundamental interests of both 
countries and peoples, and benefit Asia and the 
world at large. 

“China is ready to join hands with India to build 
on the momentum created by this 70th anniversary 
to work for new progress in our strategic and 
cooperative partnership,” said Premier Li. 

Prime Minister Modi stated that over the past 
70 years since the establishment of diplomatic 
ties, India-China political, economic and cultural 
relations have expanded steadily. “India and 
China should strengthen coordination and mutual 
solidarity, and jointly tackle the challenges faced 
by the world,” said PM Modi. 

New Level in New Era 
H.E. Wang Yi, State Councilor and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China 
also exchanged messages of felicitations with Dr. 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Minister of External 
Affairs of the Republic of India, to warmly 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between China and India.

Wang Yi stated in his message that India was 
one of the first countries to establish diplomatic 
ties with the People’s Republic of China. “In the 

1950s, our two countries jointly initiated the Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, which is a 
historic contribution to the promotion of a new 
type of international relations.”

“In recent years, under the guidance of our 
leaders, China-India relations have kept moving 
forward, playing a constructive role in regional 
and international affairs. China is committed to 
work with India to deepen strategic trust, enhance 
practical cooperation, promote closer people-to-
people ties, and take our strategic and cooperative 
partnership to a higher level in the new era,” said 
Wang Yi. 

Dr. Jaishankar stated in his message that in the 
last seven decades, India-China relations have 
expanded substantially and become increasingly 
diverse and multifaceted. “Particularly in recent 
years, we have witnessed significant progress in 
further deepening of our engagement in different 
areas, including political, economic and people-to-
people ties. The positive direction of our ties and 
the momentum imparted in the recent years have 
opened up possibilities to further strengthen our 
Closer Developmental Partnership in a mutually 
beneficial and sustainable manner. I look forward 
to working with you to realise these opportunities 
and to take our relationship to a new level.”

“A stronger China-India relationship will 
bring more benefits to our two countries 
and peoples and contribute more 
positive energy to Asia and the world at 
large,” said President Xi Jinping. 

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
with India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar. 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang with India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 
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A Seven-Decades
Journey
Charting a New Course for 
Dragon-Elephant Tango
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China and India have consistently expanded and consolidated their 
multi-faceted relations, but they will need to do more to take their 
relations to new heights over the next 70 years. Mapping the way 
ahead, the two countries need to follow a four-fold path, including 
leading, transmitting, shaping, and integrating to achieve the common 
goal of “universal harmony” and mutual development, says Chinese 
Ambassador to India Sun Weidong.  

H.E. Sun Weidong

On April 1, 2020, we embraced the important moment of 
the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between China and India.

As the only two emerging countries with a population of 
more than 1 billion in the world, China and India shoulder the 
historical mission of national rejuvenation, play a leading role 
in the collective rise of developing countries, and inject strong 
momentum into the profound changes of the world unseen in a 
century. The two countries have never been as relevant as they 
are today. At this moment, it is particularly imperative to recall 
the original aspiration of establishing diplomatic ties 70 years 
ago and carry forward the spirit of good-neighborly friendship, 
solidarity, and cooperation between our two countries. From this 
new chapter, we should carry forward the profound friendship 
between our two peoples spanning thousands of years, deepen 
exchanges and mutual learning between our two civilizations and 
add new dimensions to how China and India coexist with each 
other as major emerging and neighboring countries. 

Fellow Travelers 
China and India are fellow travelers against all odds. Our two 
countries had fought side by side in the national liberation 
movement. Independence and national rejuvenation are our 
common goals, and the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence 
represent our shared wisdom in contributing to international 
relations. Today, we speak for safeguarding the legitimate rights 
and interests of developing countries and share the common 
aspiration of building a more just and equitable international 
order. Just as President Xi Jinping said, if China and India speak 
in one voice, the whole world will listen. 

As the only two 
emerging countries 
with a population of 
more than 1 billion in 
the world, China and 
India shoulder the 
historical mission of 
national rejuvenation, 
play a leading role in 
the collective rise of 
developing countries, 
and inject strong 
momentum into the 
profound changes of 
the world unseen in a 
century.
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Engines of Growth
China and India are the pilots of reform and 
development. In the 1980s and 1990s, the two 
countries embarked on the path of economic 
reform and development. We have been learning 
from each other and riding high on the tides of 
rapid global changes and economic development. 
Today, China and India rank the second and fifth 
largest economies in the world, accounting for half 
of the Asian economy and one-fifth of the world. 
Our two countries have emerged as important 
engines of regional and global economic growth.

Mutual Learning Among 
Civilizations
China and India are practitioners of mutual 
learning among civilizations. The two countries 

have a long history of trade and exchange. China’s 
paper, silk, porcelain, and tea were exported to 
India, while Indian singing and dancing, astronomy, 
architecture, and spices were introduced to 
China, marking a mutual intermingling of culture 
between the two countries.  

Zhang Qian was sent on a diplomatic mission 
to the Western Regions. Zheng He sailed to 
the Western Ocean seven times and visited 
India six times. Originating in India, Buddhism 

Today, people-to-people and cultural 
exchanges between China and India 
have entered a new stage - 14 pairs 
of sister provinces or cities have been 
forged, leading to mutual personnel 
visits, exceeding one million annually.

President Xi Jinping with Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the second China-India Informal Summit in Mahabalipuram 
in October 2019. 
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thrived in China. Eminent monks like Faxian, 
Xuanzang, Kumarajiva, and Bodhidharma made 
the expeditions by crossing over mountains and 
sailing the deep sea. All of them left touching 
stories. Today, people-to-people and cultural 
exchanges between China and India have entered 
a new stage – 14 pairs of sister provinces or cities 
have been forged, leading to mutual personnel 
visits, exceeding one million annually. Tai chi 
and Yoga, Chinese medicine and Ayurveda, 
Bollywood films and Chinese Kung Fu movies 
have gained popularity in each other’s country. It 
is a new chapter of mutual respect and harmonious 
coexistence between the two civilizations.

Jointly Combating Pandemic 
China and India are partners sailing in the same 
boat. Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic around 
the world, China and India are standing side by 
side and helping each other, which highlights 
the significance of building a community with a 
shared future for mankind. At the Extraordinary 
G20 Leaders’ Summit via video-link, President 
Xi Jinping emphasized the imperative for the 
international community to strengthen confidence, 
act with unity, and work together in a collective 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak. We must 
comprehensively step up international cooperation 
and foster greater synergy so that humanity as one 
could win the battle against such a major infectious 
disease. The Indian side echoed these remarks 
positively. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
sent a letter of condolence to Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, expressing support for China’s anti-
epidemic efforts. Our two Foreign Ministers had 
two phone calls, and China has taken the initiative 
to share its experience in epidemic prevention and 
control with India. Chinese companies and social 
charity organizations provided anti-epidemic 
donations to India. China and India have worked 
together to build a community with a shared future 
for mankind.

In Retrospect: Three Keywords 
Looking back at seven decades of the shared 
journey, China-India relations have forged 
ahead despite ups and downs, and traversed an 
extraordinary path of development.

The first key word is independence in the 
1950s. The older generation of the two countries, 
such as Chairman Mao Zedong and Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru, made the historic decision of 
establishing diplomatic ties. India was the first 

non-socialist country to have diplomatic relations 
with China. Premier Zhou Enlai and Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru exchanged visits, 
jointly advocated the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence and attended the Bandung Conference 
together. Hindi Chinni Bhai Bhai (Indian and 
Chinese people are brothers) rang like an anthem 
through our two countries.

The second one is development in the 1980s 
and beyond. In 1988, Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi embarked on an “ice-breaking 
visit” to China. During the visit, Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping reiterated the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence as the defining guideline of 
international relations. The two sides agreed to 
resolve the boundary question through peaceful 
and friendly consultations and seek a mutually 
acceptable solution. Meanwhile, the relations in 
other fields could be actively promoted. Since then, 
bilateral relations have developed in all areas, 
witnessing frequent mutual visits between the two 
leaders and the establishment of the “Strategic and 
Cooperative Partnership for Peace and Prosperity” 
between China and India.

The third one is strategic communication 
beginning in 2013. President Xi Jinping and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi established 
good working relations and personal friendship 
through “hometown diplomacy” in 2014 and 
2015, respectively. The two leaders held two 
informal summits in Wuhan and Chennai in the 
past two years, creating a new model of exchanges 
between leaders. The two sides conducted strategic 
communication on long-term strategic international 
and regional issues and agreed to strengthen 
Closer Developmental Partnership between China 
and India.

President Xi Jinping with Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
at the BRICS summit in Xiamen in September 2017.
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Mapping Next Steps 
The current momentum in China-India relations 
has been achieved with a lot of hard work and 
unremitting efforts of generations. As we look 
ahead to the next few decades, it’s time to learn 
from experience and map the next steps in taking 
this crucial partnership to the next level. 

First, adhere to strategic guidance given by 
the leaders.
Over the past 70 years, our leaders have grasped 
the general direction of China-India relations from 
a strategic and overall perspective. They have 
always steered the course whenever we joined 
hands in the national liberation movement in Asia, 

Africa, and Latin America, or pushed bilateral 
relations back on track and jointly ushered in 
the “Asian century”; the two leaders conducted 
“hometown diplomacy” and informal Summits 
in recent years and reached a series of strategic 
consensus. Their roles are irreplaceable. 

Second, stick to the general trend of 
friendly cooperation.
China and India have a history of friendly 
exchanges for more than two thousand years. The 
friendly cooperation, which has dominated most 
of the time, is the prevailing theme, through which 
the two peoples have forged a profound friendship. 
Our joint efforts in combating the COVID-19 
epidemic today remind me of the great sacrifice 
made by Dr Dwarkanath Kotnis, a member of the 
Indian medical team to China who saved lives on 
the battlefield for the cause of Chinese liberation. 
We will hold an event to commemorate the 110th 

birth anniversary of Dr Kotnis later this year. As 
the tides of history roll forward, the waves of 
friendship and cooperation are moving ahead. 
More people, particularly the young generation, 
are joining the cause of China-India friendship and 
passing on the noble spirit of Dr Kotnis.  

Third, add impetus to mutually beneficial 
cooperation.
China and India share similar national conditions. 
Both countries are at the critical stage of 

President Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi established 
good working relations and personal 
friendship through “hometown 
diplomacy” in 2014 and 2015, 
respectively. The two leaders held 
two informal summits in Wuhan 
and Chennai in the past two years, 
creating a new model of exchanges 
between leaders.

President Xi Jinping and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi shake hands during 
the first China-India 
Informal Summit in 
Wuhan, China, on April 
28, 2018.
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economic development, deepening reforms, and 
advancing modernization. Our two economies are 
highly complementary, and mutually beneficial 
cooperation injects impetus into the development of 
China and India. Bilateral trade volume has grown 
from less than $100 million in the 1950s to nearly 
$100 billion today. China has been India’s largest 
trading partner for consecutive years. There’s huge 
potential for bilateral cooperation in medicine, 
information technology, connectivity, environment 
protection, poverty reduction, and governance 
experience sharing.

Fourth, strengthen coordination in 
international and regional affairs. 
China and India are important members of 
multilateral organizations and mechanisms such 
as the BRICS, SCO, G20, WTO, and China-Russia-
India Trilateral. We shoulder the responsibility 
and obligation to ensure the legitimate rights 
and interests of developing countries, speak up 
for emerging economies, and forge a more fair, 
equitable and rational international order to adapt 
to the rapid changes of the world’s landscape. China 
and India share similar positions on non-traditional 
security issues such as climate change, energy and 
food security, and public health. Both countries 
also share common interests in advancing maritime 
dialogue, regional connectivity, and “China-
India Plus” cooperation. We are both seizing the 
development opportunities of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, including 5G, big data, and artificial 
intelligence. Coordination and cooperation in these 
areas drive bilateral relations to grow continuously.

Fifth, handle the differences properly.
There are issues related to boundary and Xizang 
(Tibet) left by history between the two countries. 
The evolving international and regional situation 
has complicated impacts on China-India relations. 
The two sides have established mechanisms 
to manage differences and seek a constructive 
solution through dialogue and consultation. One 
of the mechanisms is the Special Representatives’ 
Meeting on the China-India Boundary Question 
through which the political parameters and 
guiding principles for a boundary settlement were 
agreed upon. For decades, not a single bullet has 
been fired across the China-India border. Our 
common interests far outweigh our differences. 
The two sides should expand cooperation and 
curb negative factors to break the circle of ups and 
downs in China-Indian relations, and proactively 
shape bilateral relations.

China and India are important neighbors to 
each other. To respect each other’s development 
paths and achieve our development is in itself 
a contribution to world prosperity and stability. 
Against the backdrop of the current international 
situation, China and India increasingly shoulder 
important responsibilities in maintaining global 
stability and promoting common development. 
China-India relations have gone far beyond 
the bilateral scope and are of global strategic 
significance. Both sides should adhere to the basic 
judgment that China and India pose no threat but 
offer development opportunities to each other. 
We should regard each other as a positive factor 
in global change and take each other as partners 
for realizing the dream of development. Both 
China and India stand for an independent foreign 
policy. We should correctly analyze and view each 
other’s strategic intentions with a positive, open, 
and inclusive attitude. We should reject zero-sum 
games, not target any third party, and not impede 
the development of relations with other countries. 
We should continue to push for a new type of 
international relations guided by the Five Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence.

New Starting Point 
The China-India relations stand at a new starting 
point now and are set to usher in new opportunities. 
The rise of China and India will have a far-reaching 

The two sides should expand 
cooperation and curb negative 
factors to break the circle of 
ups and downs in China-Indian 
relations, and proactively shape 
bilateral relations.
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impact on the world. We should seek wisdom 
from thousands of years of our two civilizations 
to explore a way to get along with each other in 
the direction of “enhancing mutual trust, focusing 
on cooperation, managing differences and seeking 
common development”.

Enhancing mutual trust is the foundation. 
Only through mutual respect, consultation on 
an equal footing, openness and mutual trust, 
can the two sides correctly view each other’s 
development intentions, subsequently consolidate 
and deepen the basic judgement that China and 
India are partners rather than rivals, representing 
opportunities rather than threats to each other.

Focusing on cooperation is the right approach. 
The two sides should actively seek convergence of 
interests, seize all opportunities for cooperation, 
and achieve mutual benefit; and thus, win-win 
results by making the pie of cooperation even 
bigger. By doing so, we can continue to accumulate 
positive energy for the development of bilateral 
relations.

Managing differences hold the key to 
harmonious relations. The two sides should 
always bear in mind the overall picture of bilateral 
relations, put differences in proper perspective, 
and deal with them properly. The two sides should 
cut the negative list and not allow differences 
to interfere with bilateral relations and become 
disputes.

Seeking common development should be the 
direction of our shared endeavors. China hopes 
it will develop well and wishes India the same. 

Seeking common development is conducive to 
the stability and prosperity of the region and the 
world at large. China and India should join hands 
with other developing countries in winning the 
marathon of achieving economic development, 
people’s happiness, and national rejuvenation, 
which is an integral component of building a 
community with a shared future for mankind.

Four Keys 
There are four keys which hold the key to how 
major emerging and neighboring countries like 
China and India coexist with each other, namely 
“leading, transmitting, shaping, and integrating”. 
To guide the direction of bilateral relations through 
the informal summits and reaching consensus; 
translate the consensus into tangible cooperation 
and outcomes through the transmission of the 
leaders’ consensus to all levels; shape bilateral 
relations and accumulate positive momentum by 
going beyond the mode of managing differences; 
and achieve common development through 
strengthening exchanges and cooperation and 
promoting convergence of interests. 

Both President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi mentioned the dictum 
“the whole world is but a family,” which is similar 
to the Chinese philosophy of “universal harmony 
in the world.” The ancient oriental wisdom is still 
showing vitality today. I am confident that China 
and India have the vision and capacity to blaze a 
path for friendship. Let’s take the “dragon-elephant 
tango” on a glorious journey in the next 70 years, 
and write a new chapter in building a community 
with a shared future for mankind.

President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi with artistes of the famed dance group Kalakshetra in Mahabalipuram, 
who performed in honour of the Chinese leader in October 2019.

14 | News from china | China-India review | Special edition



April 1, 2020  marks  the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between 

China and India. This is a big day worth 
celebrations, and is very special to me 
as I spent my entire lifetime forging an 
indissoluble bond with India.

In the past 70 years, China-India relations 
have undergone profound changes. At a 
time of profound changes in the world, the 
rapid development of the Chinese and Indian 
economies, the rise of their comprehensive 
national  strength and  influence in global 
affairs, the global and strategic significance 

As China and India jointly commemorate the 70th anniversary of 
diplomatic ties, the two countries have seen a smoother path, a 
pragmatic approach, and a brighter future for China-India relations, 
writes Zhou Gang, a former Ambassador of China to India. It is the 
shared aspiration of the 2.7 billion Chinese and Indian people and 
also good news for the whole world, he says. 

Blaze a Trail for a 
Better Future

Zhou Gang
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of China-India cooperation not only arouse the 
interest of our two peoples but also attract more 
attention of the international community.

A comprehensive and objective assessment of 
China-India relations in the past 70 years, analysis 
of the current situation, and an outlook on the 
future will be conducive to further promoting and 
deepening bilateral relations.

Deepening Partnership
In my view, it can be summarized in three 
sentences. First, the past seven decades have 
witnessed an unusual journey of bilateral relations, 
which gradually become pragmatic and mature 
with temporary unpleasant conflicts, but the main 
trend of good-neighborliness and cooperation 
persists. Second, in the 21st century, our relations 
have reached a new level, and China-India strategic 
cooperative partnership has been enriching and 
deepening. Although differences of views and 
frictions of interests are unavoidable due to 
historical reasons and respective core interests, 
both sides have been able to properly handle them 
from a big picture. Third, in the context of the 
common task of economic development and the 
general trend of changing international situations, 
there is a broad space for win-win cooperation 
between our two countries.

As two ancient civilizations, China and India 
have made outstanding contributions to human 
progress, and our two peoples also have friendly 
exchanges for two thousand years. India was 
among the first countries to recognize and establish 
diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of 
China.

In June 1954, Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai visited 
India and was warmly welcomed by thousands 
of Indian people. On June 28, Premier Zhou and 
Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru signed 
the Joint Statement reiterating the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence that guide bilateral relations 
as well as relations with other countries in Asia 
and the rest of the world. In October 1954, Prime 
Minister Nehru visited China and was warmly 
received by the Chinese side. In 1955, China and 
India made valuable contributions to the successful 
convening of the Asian-African Conference and 
the birth of the 10 principles. In the 1950s, “Hindi 

Chini Bhai Bhai” resounded throughout our two 
countries.

Pragmatic Approach 
However, China-India relations have not been all 
plain sailing. British colonial territorial expansion 
to China’s Xizang and its instigation of Xizang’s 
“independence” left China and India a difficult 
issue that remains unsolved till today. Relations 
between the two countries plunged to a 14-year 
low ebb after the 1962 border conflict.

In 1976, China and India resumed ambassadorial  
relations, initiating the process of normalization of 
bilateral relations in the following 12 years under 
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi made an ice-breaking 
visit to China in December 1988. Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping told him that “the real Asia-Pacific 
and Asian century will not come until China, 
India and some other neighboring countries have 
developed,” and “If China and India develop 
well, then we could say we make contributions 
to mankind”. For this great goal, the Chinese 
government proposed that all developing countries 
should improve their relations and strengthen their 
cooperation, especially for China and India. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Chinese 
leaders adopted a positive and pragmatic attitude 
towards improving China-India relations, agreeing 
to work hard to develop bilateral relations while 
seeking a solution to the boundary question. 

The two sides agreed to solve this issue in 
a peaceful and friendly manner following the 
principle of mutual understanding, mutual 
accommodation and mutual adjustment. Rajiv 
Gandhi reiterated that Xizang is an autonomous 
region of China, and Xizang exiles are not allowed 
to engage in anti-China political activities in India.

As two ancient civilizations, China 
and India have made outstanding 
contributions to human progress, and 
our two peoples also have friendly 
exchanges for two thousand years.

Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping with India’s Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi in December 1988. 
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New Steps, New Heights
Since the beginning of the 21st century, China-
India relations have taken new steps, reached new 
heights, and taken on a new look. In June 2003, 
Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee visited China. In 
April 2005, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao visited 
India. In November 2006, Chinese President Hu 
Jintao visited India. In January 2008, Indian Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh visited China. China-
India relations have made rapid progress in all the 
fields.

Since Prime Minister Narendra Modi took office 
in May 2014, the bilateral relations have maintained 
a strong momentum based on the past foundation 
over the years. 

In 2014, Chinese President Xi Jinping paid a 
state visit to India. In 2015, Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi visited China. Over the past few 
years, the two leaders met each other and had in-
depth exchanges of views on China-India relations 
on many occasions, including the two informal 
summits in Wuhan and Chennai. Our two leaders’ 
views and proposals have charted a new course 
and played a leading role in the sound and stable 
development of bilateral relations. 

Strategic Significance
China regards its relations with India as one of 
the most important bilateral relations. China-India 
relations are of global and strategic significance. The 
two countries should make joint efforts to maintain 

the positive momentum of bilateral relations and 
open up new prospects for mutually beneficial 
cooperation. We should maintain high-level 
contacts and enhance strategic communication 
at all levels, complete feasibility studies on major 
cooperation projects as planned, and build flagship 
projects for China-India cooperation. 

We need to implement China-India cultural 
exchange programs and carry out cooperation 
among think tanks, media, and local governments. 
It is also important to strengthen coordination and 
cooperation in the United Nations, BRICS, G20, 
and other multilateral organizations, support each 
other’s participation in the regional cooperation 
process, and jointly promote peace, stability, and 
development in Asia.

The two countries should develop and make 
good use of the Special Representatives’ meeting 
mechanism on the boundary question and work 
for an early conclusion of a fair, reasonable, and 
mutually acceptable settlement framework. At the 
same time, we need to properly manage differences, 
continue to maintain peace and tranquility in 
border areas, and not allow the boundary question 
to affect the development of bilateral relations. 

As China and India jointly commemorate the 
70th anniversary of diplomatic ties, we have seen a 
smoother path, a more steady pace and pragmatic 
approach, stronger measures, and a brighter future 
for China-India relations. It is the shared aspiration 
of the 2.7 billion Chinese and Indian people and 
also good news for the whole world.

Since Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi took office in May 2014, the 
bilateral relations have maintained 
a strong momentum based on the 
past foundation over the years. In 
2014, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
paid a state visit to India. In 2015, 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
visited China. 

(Zhou Gang served as China’s Ambassador in New Delhi between 1998 and 2001. He was also former 
Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, Indonesia and Malaysia.)

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at the Sabarmati Ashram, home of Mahatma 
Gandhi, in Ahmedabad in September 2014.
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Informal Summits 
Impart Stability to India-China Ties
The two informal summits between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping have 
ushered in a new kind of diplomacy and candid exchange 
of views between the top leaders, thereby providing a 
new direction to India–China relations, writes Gautam 
Bambawale, India’s former Ambassador to China.

Gautam Bambawale

Chinese President Xi Jinping with India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the First 
Informal Summit in Wuhan in April 2018 (above) and the Second Informal Summit in 
Mahabalipuram in October 2019. (facing page)
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India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping have held two 
informal summits in Wuhan and Chennai in 

April 2018 and October 2019, respectively. Many 
observers, analysts, and researchers ask what 
exactly have been the outcomes of these summits. 
Here are the answers to this query. 

The reason the two countries agreed to such 
“Informal Leaders Meetings” was to give ample 
time and space to the leaders to talk to each other 
on topics, which they chose themselves. Naturally, 
there was some coordination on the broad subjects 
to be covered beforehand. But the leaders were 
free to decide on the duration, or in what direction 
a particular conversation should proceed. While 
this can even be true of more formal meetings 
with a set plan, it is the hallmark of an informal 
meeting. Hence, India and China, which gave the 
world the Panchsheel or Five Principles of Peaceful 

Coexistence in the 1950s, have once again 
contributed to diplomatic practice in the 21st 

century. 

Setting Precedents
The Wuhan and Chennai informal 

summits between the Indian 
Prime Minister and the Chinese 
President were also clear on what 

is described by some as “strategic 
communication”. It was an exercise 

in understanding the other side’s 
point of view, its dreams, its goals 

and objectives, its assessments, and its 
strategies. Starting with each country’s 

civilizational ethic, norms, and traditions, 
which shape the reality of today, the two 

leaders also spoke to one another of the hopes, 
ambitions, and desires of their people. It gave 

them an understanding of each other’s policies, 
both domestic as well as foreign, and the nature of 
geo-economics and geopolitics. The meetings also 
gave them an idea of how the two can work together 
in large multilateral forums and acknowledgment 
of the areas where they have differences of opinions 
and positions. Such a free, frank, and direct exchange 
of views would perhaps not have been possible in 
more formal settings where the leaders usually speak 
from prepared texts and talking points. Informal 
settings are more amenable to producing candid 
views and sharing of confidences. So, President Xi 
and Prime Minister Modi have been trailblazers in 
setting new diplomatic precedents and norms.

Second, the leaders of India and China agreed 
to work at ensuring that our border areas remain 
peaceful. The leaders risked their reputation to 
secure such an outcome is of significance and has 
an impact on each country. It has positive spin-offs 
for each of our nations. Only if the India–China 
border areas remain peaceful we can focus on the 
more important task of resolving the boundary 
problem between us. Else, all our energies are 
spent on de-escalating situations such as the one 
at Doklam in 2017. After the discussions at the first 
informal summit at Wuhan, military exchanges 
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between the countries resumed and even led 
to mutual visits of defense ministers. Such 
meetings will also be enhanced as this is a 
prerequisite for peace. We must also be more 
ambitious and move from mere exchanges to 
understanding the thinking of the other side’s 
military. If we can move in this direction, it 
will reduce mutual suspicions, which would 
be an important outcome from the informal 
summits.

Reducing Trade Deficit & 
Attracting Investment  
Third, the establishment of the new High-
Level Mechanism headed by the Vice Premier 
of China and India’s Finance Minister on 
Trade, Investment, and Services, announced 
in Chennai, indicates that the leaders are keen 
to reduce India’s trade deficit with China and 
ensure that economics provides the ballast to 
this relationship. The deficit can only reduce 
if India sells more services to that country, or 
if we attract significant amounts of foreign 
investment from China. Dismantling the 
non-tariff barriers against Indian exports 
of services will be a primary goal for this 
group, and so too for Indian pharma exports. 
However, India too needs to take its own steps 

to attract Chinese investment so that the capital account will help 
balance our payments. For example, we have been working for 
years on providing Chinese firms with a China-specific industrial 
park where they can cluster together since it provides them greater 
confidence in the Indian market. Such industrial parks must come 
to fruition soon. 

There is little doubt that economic ties between our nations can 
become mutually profitable and provide a basis for understanding 
if there is a level-playing field for both sides. Unfortunately, due 
to the havoc caused by the coronavirus across the globe, this new 
High-Level Mechanism has not been able to meet and start its 
work. We hope this can happen soon, once the pandemic has been 
tackled.

Enhancing Tourism & P2P Exchanges	
Fourth, Prime Minister Modi and President Xi have recognized 
that if our countries have to enjoy a better relationship and 
enhance trust, then the ordinary people of India and China need to 
interact more vibrantly. Therefore, to provide an impetus to such 
exchanges, they established the High-Level Mechanism on People-
to-People Exchanges, headed by their respective Foreign Ministers. 
Two meetings of this new mechanism have already been held. It 
is indeed unfortunate that India has not made a focused effort 
at attracting more tourists from China, and found time to work 

Informal settings 
are more amenable 
to producing candid 
views and sharing 
of confidences. So, 
President Xi and Prime 
Minister Modi have been 
trailblazers in setting new 
diplomatic precedents 
and norms.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in Mahabalipuram, 
Tamil Nadu, in October, 2019.
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further in that area. Marketing ‘Incredible India’ in China will 
be the first step, and we shall also have to work with Chinese 
travel agents, airlines, online agencies, and social media to 
popularize India as a tourism destination. Naturally, we will 
also have to ensure the facilities in India for Chinese tourists 
who have special needs. Through such efforts, our mountains, 
beaches, temples, heritage sites, the Buddhist trail, as well as 
our wildlife sanctuaries, would be hugely popular with the 
Chinese. We will ourselves be surprised by the results of our 
efforts, and we can easily see up to 1.5 million Chinese tourists 
visiting India over the next few years. It will be significantly 
more than the current 250,000 Chinese tourists.

Multilateral Collaboration
Finally, the informal summits between our leaders have 
enabled India and China to work together at the multilateral 
organizations. Our approaches to globalization have been 
similar, so we cooperate closely at the WTO. We must also 
work together on public health issues like the ongoing 
coronavirus problem. Perhaps, Indian and Chinese scientists 
and molecular biologists can together find a vaccine for this 
disease. We will need to work closely at the United Nations 
as well so that the positions we have at BRICS and SCO can 
be voiced at international events. There is little doubt that the 
two informal summits between President Xi and PM Modi 
have brought stability to India–China relations.

(Gautam Bambawale was India’s Ambassador to China 
during the Wuhan informal summit in 2018. Currently, he is 
a professor at the Symbiosis International University, Pune.)

Informal summits between 
our leaders have enabled 
India and China to work 
together at the multilateral 
organizations. Our 
approaches to globalization 
have been similar, so we 
cooperate closely at the 
WTO. We must also work 
together on public health 
issues like the ongoing 
coronavirus problem.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shows Chinese 
President Xi Jinping handloom woven by artisans 
at Mahabalipuram during their Second Informal 
Summit in October 2019.
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Mapping Pathways 
for Rise of China & India

With strong late-mover and complementary 
advantages, China and India could make 
full use of their close geographical 
locations to achieve unprecedented 
development, says Hu Shisheng. The joint 
development of the two countries will not 
only benefit the well-being of our nearly  
3 billion people, but also the prosperity of 
the entire region, says the author.

Hu Shisheng
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On  April  1, 2020, China and India 
marked the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations. 

Both countries have planned 70 activities to 
celebrate the occasion; however, a sudden 
outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted 
this. Nevertheless, looking back on the past 
seven decades of ups and downs in China-India 
relations, it seems that such disruptions are not 
uncommon. India was the first non-socialist 
country to establish diplomatic relations with 
the People’s Republic of China. After the 
establishment of diplomatic relations, the two 
countries immediately entered the honeymoon 
period with the famous catchphrase “Hindi 

Chini Bhai Bhai (Indians and 
Chinese are brothers)”. 

Bilateral relations reached 
a peak in 1954 when the 
leaders of the two countries 
exchanged visits within the 
year and jointly advocated 
the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence, which still guide 
international relations today. 
However, Xizang-related 
issues and border disputes 
have turned bilateral relations 
from mutual help and good-
neighborliness to a 30-year 
cold period. It was not until 
late 1988 that Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi made 
an ice-breaking visit to China. 
Since then, the leaders of the 
two countries have made 
great efforts and brought 
bilateral relations back to the 
right track of three decades of 
normalization. However, the 
72-day Doklam standoff in 
the summer of 2017 disrupted 
the development of bilateral 

relations again. After that, 
the leaders of the two countries have made 
continuous efforts to correct the deviation 
of bilateral relations. Both cooperation and 
competition define this relationship, which 
might see more twists and turns and unexpected 
disruptions sometimes.

Three Major Issues 
At the beginning of the next seven decades 
journey of bilateral relations, it is necessary 
to revisit the past experiences and lessons to 
provide reference and reflection for the future. 
In the past seven decades, three major factors 
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have continuously disrupted the development of China-
India relations: historical complex, geopolitical rivalry, and 
competition between major countries. To ensure that China-
India relations remain sound and stable in the future, the two 
sides, from the high-level government officials to ordinary 
people, should properly handle these three major issues.

Channels for Dialogue & Cultural Exchanges 
It is crucial to open more channels for dialogue and cultural 
exchanges between our two civilizations to solve the issue 
of different interpretations of history, which created many 
problems. In the history of mankind, we saw many conflicts 
among other nations, but never between China and India, the 
two ancient civilizations. In fact, our two civilizations have 
helped each other in many ways. China’s historical records 
have helped India find her lost history, while India’s religion 
and culture have greatly enriched the Chinese language and 
spiritual world. The two countries should have the wisdom 
to resolve the historical complex through dialogue and 
cultural exchanges. The communication of hearts and minds 
between our two peoples will bring us enlightenment. The 
brilliant inspiration of “harmony between man and nature” 
and “harmony between brahman and self” will enable us to 
overcome differences and difficulties and forge ahead hand in 
hand to build greater harmony between China and India and 
with the world. It also coincides with building a community 
with a shared future for mankind proposed by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. As the world’s two most populous 

In the past seven 
decades, three 
major factors 
have continuously 
disrupted the 
development of 
China-India relations: 
historical complex, 
geopolitical rivalry, 
and competition 
between major 
countries.

China’s historical 
records have 
helped India 
find her lost 
history, while 
India’s religion 
and culture have 
greatly enriched 
the Chinese 
language and 
spiritual world.

Chinese and Indian soldiers during the 8th China-India Joint Counter-terrorism 
Exercise entitled “Hand-in-Hand 2019” at Umroi Cantonment in Meghalaya in 
December 2019. 

Chinese and Indian soldiers during the 8th China-India Joint Counter-terrorism 
Exercise entitled “Hand-in-Hand 2019” at Umroi Cantonment in Meghalaya in 
December 2019. 
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ancient civilizations, China and India have good 
reason to keep the big picture and the whole 
world in mind.

Building the Himalayan Bridge 
As long as we could draw wisdom from history, our 
two countries will be able to put aside geopolitical 
considerations and zero-sum mentality and find 
a way to coexist peacefully. It is our historical 
mission to overcome geographical rivalry. The 
new era of globalization, especially the Internet 
of Everything, has provided us with a historic 
opportunity to build a glorious future together. 
Our dream of transforming the Himalayas from 
a “natural barrier” to a “bridge” between the 
two countries has never been better placed to be 
realized as both countries are pushing ahead with 
their connectivity projects. The time has come for 
China and India to become global powers and 
make the eastern civilizations glorious again as 
long as we can solve the problem of geographical 
competition.

Joint Rise & Development 
The key to properly 
address problems of 
the major country 
competition is to see 
the rise of each other 
as an opportunity 
to bring common 
development and 
achievements. With 
strong late-mover 
and complementary 
advantages, our 
two countries could 
make full use of their 
close geographical 
locations to achieve 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
development. The 

joint development of the two countries will not 
only benefit the well-being of our nearly 3 billion 
people, but also the prosperity of the entire 
region from the Indian Ocean to Asia-Pacific, 
thus creating a more sustainable foundation for 
the rise of our two countries. We must reject 
the western logic that “strong neighbors cannot 
get along with each other except for one being 
superior and another being subordinate”. We can 
draw inspiration from the China-Russia strategic 
partnership for further development of China-
India relations.

If we want to design a stable and long-term 
path for the future development of China-India 
relations, I would prefer to compare it to a 
relationship of driving in adjacent lanes. China 
and India should drive in its own lane, not to 
force others to follow, not to make a sudden lane 
change or cut in, to avoid causing troubles. The 
two drivers may stop from time to time to have a 
tea chat and exchange ideas about driving, lend a 
helping hand to each other to solve the problem 
of the breakdown of the vehicle, work together 
to remove obstacles and solve various challenges 
on our way forward. We could jointly promote 
the construction of a better driving environment. 
By doing so, China-India relations will usher in a 
smoother next 70 years.

(Hu Shisheng is Director of the Institute of South 
and Southeast Asian and Oceania Studies at the 
China Institute of Contemporary International 
Relations.)

We could jointly promote the 
construction of a better driving 
environment. By doing so, China-
India relations will usher in a 
smoother next 70 years.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Launch of 
the India-China Forum of State Provincial Leaders​ in Beijing on May 15, 2015.
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Political-Diplomatic Exchanges



1.	 India’s first Ambassador to China Saroar Panikkar 
presented his credentials to Mao Zedong, the 
Chairman of the Central People’s Government of 
China, in May 1950. 

2.	 Zhou Enlai, the first Premier of the People’s Republic 
of China, visited India in June 1954. India and China 
jointly advocated the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence in a joint statement signed on June 28, 
1954. This photo shows Premier Zhou Enlai, India’s 
President Rajendra Prasad (first on the right), Vice 
President Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (third on the right) 
and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. 

3.	 Chairman Mao Zedong and Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru at the reception held by India’s Ambassador 
to China Nedyam Raghavan for visiting Indian Prime 
Minister on October 21, 1954.

4.	 Pan Zili, China’s Ambassador to India, presented his 
credentials to India’s President Rajendra Prasad on 
April 17, 1956.
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1.	 Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai with India’s Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru (the second on the right) during a break 
at the Bandung conference in April 1955.

2.	 Chinese Defense Minister Peng Dehuai with an Indian 
military delegation headed by Lieutenant General 
Jogendra Nath Chaudhary (middle) in September, 1956.

3.	 A Chinese military delegation led by Ye Jianying visited 
India from January 22 to March 3, 1958. 

4.	 The Donghai Fleet of the PLA Navy held a joint air-and-
sea exercise with the Indian officers and sailors on board 
the naval ship “Mysore” on July 18, 1958. Officers and 
sailors of China and India posed for a group photo aboard 
the Chinese navy ship “Chengdu”.

5.	 At the invitation of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, an Indian Communist 
Party delegation arrived in Beijing to attend the 10th 
Anniversary celebration of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China on September 30,1959. The photo 
shows Vice Chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China Zhu De and General Secretary 
of the Communist Party of India and the head of the 
delegation Ajoy Ghosh at the airport.

4
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1. 	Vice Chairman of the CPC Central 
Committee Deng Xiaoping with Indian MP, 
Lok Sabha member Subramanian Swamy, 
on April 8,1981.

2.	 Director of the Advisory Committee of the 
CPC Central Committee Deng Xiaoping 
with the General Secretary of Communist 
Party of India (M), E.M.S. Namboodiripad, 
at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in 
Beijing on April 20,1987.

3. 	At the invitation of the Chinese Premier 
of State Council Li Peng, India’s Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and his wife 
Sonia paid an official visit to China from 
December 19 to 23,1988. Premier Li and 
his wife Zhu Lin in a group photo with 
the Indian prime minister and his wife at 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on 
December 19,1988.

4. 	Chairman of the Central Military 
Commission Deng Xiaoping with Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on  
December 21,1988.

5. General Secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee Jiang Zemin with General 
Secretary of Indian National Congress 
Ghulam Nabi Azad and his delegation at 
Zhongnanhai, Beijing, on July 6, 1989.

5
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1.	 General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee Jiang Zemin met the BJP delegation headed by Ramakrishna Hedge at Zhongnanhai, 
Beijing, on June 7, 1990.

2. 	Chinese Premier of State Council Li Peng with India’s Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao during his visit to India on December 11,1991.
3. 	At the invitation of Chinese President Yang Shangkun, India’s President Ramaswamy Venkataraman paid a state visit to China from May 

18 to 23,1992. In the photo, President Venkataraman, accompanied by President Yang, inspected the Guard of Honour on May 18, 1992.
4. 	China and India signed four documents, including the agreement on “The Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility along the Line of Actual 

Control in the China-India Border Areas” at Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing on September 7,1993. Chinese Premier Li Peng and 
Indian Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao attended the signing ceremony.

5. 	Hu Jintao, member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, with Sitaram Yechury, member of the 
Political Bureau of CPI(M) at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on June 13,1995.
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1.	 Chinese President Jiang Zemin held talks with India’s President 
Shankar Dayal Sharma on November 28,1996. President Sharma 
(first on the left) and Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda (first on 
the right) welcomed President Jiang Zemin at the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan.

2.	 At the invitation of Chinese President Jiang Zemin, India’s 
President K.R. Narayanan paid a state visit to China from May 
28 to June 3, 2000. President Narayanan, accompanied by 
President Jiang Zemin, inspected the Guard of Honour.

3.	 India’s Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee welcomed Chinese 
Premier Zhu Rongji at a ceremony held at the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in New Delhi on January 14, 2002.

4.	 Jiang Zemin, Chairman of the Central Military Commission, with 
India’s Defense Minister George Fernandes in Shanghai on  
April 26, 2003.

5.	 Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee signed “The Declaration on the Principles and 
Comprehensive Cooperation in China-India Relations” at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing on June 23, 2003.

5
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1.	 Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao held talks 
with India’s Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh in New Delhi on April 11, 2005.

2.	 Chinese President Hu Jintao inspected 
the Guard of Honour during his visit to 
India in November 21, 2006. 

3.	 Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao signed the 
document of “A Shared Vision for the 
21st Century of the People’s Republic 
of China and the Republic of India” and 
attended the signing ceremony of other 
bilateral cooperation documents with 
India’s Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing 
on January 14, 2008.

4.	 China’s then Vice President Xi Jinping 
with India’s Minister of External Affairs 
Pranab Mukherjee at the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing on June 6, 2008.
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1.	 Chinese then Vice President Xi Jinping with Indian National Congress President Sonia Gandhi at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing on August 7, 2008, during her visit for the opening ceremony of the 2008 
Beijing Olympic Games.

2.	 Chinese then Vice President Xi Jinping with India’s Special Representative and National Security Advisor 
M. K. Narayanan at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on September 18, 2008, during the 12th meeting 
of Special Representatives on the boundary talks. 

3. 	India’s Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with Dai Bingguo, State Councilor and China’s Special 
Representative for boundary talks, in New Delhi on August 8, 2009.
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1.	 Chinese President Hu Jintao held a welcoming 
ceremony for India’s President Pratibha Devisingh 
Patil at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on 
May 27, 2010.

2.	 Premier Wen Jiabao with India’s Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh during his visit to India, in New 
Delhi on December 15, 2010.

3.	 Premier Li Keqiang of State Council of China, 
during his visit to India, with India’s Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh in New Delhi on May 19, 2013.

4.	 Premier Li Keqiang with India’s  Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh during his visit to China, in 
Beijing on October 23. 2013. 
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1.	 Chinese President Xi Jinping and his 
wife Peng Liyuan with India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi during their 
visit to Gujarat, India, on September 17, 
2014.

2.  Chinese President Xi Jinping tried a 
spinning wheel that was once used by 
Mahatma Gandhi at Gandhi’s former 
residence, along with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, in Gujarat, in September 
2014. 

3.	 Chinese President Xi Jinping with India’s 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Xi’an, 
capital of northwest China’s Shaanxi 
Province, on May 14, 2015.

4.	 Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and India’s 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended 
a Taichi and Yoga show at the Temple of 
Heaven in Beijing on May 15, 2015.
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1.	 Chinese President Xi Jinping with India’s President 
Pranab Mukherjee in Beijing on May 26, 2016.

2.	 Chinese President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng 
Liyuan welcomed Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to the welcome dinner at the G20 summit in 
Hangzhou on September 4, 2016.

3.	 Chinese President Xi Jinping with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on the sidelines of the BRICS 
summit in Goa on October 15, 2016.

4.	 Chinese President Xi Jinping met India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the ninth BRICS summit in 
Xiamen, on September 5, 2017.

5.	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi with State Councilor 
Yang Jiechi, a member of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC)  Central Committee   
in New Delhi on December 22, 2017. He visited India 
for the 20th meeting of Special Representatives on the 
China-India boundary question. 
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4
1.	 President Xi Jinping with Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi at the First Informal Meeting in Wuhan. The two leaders 
visited a cultural relics exhibition at the Hubei Provincial 
Museum, on April 27, 2018.

2.	 Chinese President Xi Jinping held the Informal Meeting with 
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the East Lake hotel in 
Wuhan, on April 27 and 28, 2018. 

3. President Xi Jinping and India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi held a wide-ranging conversation during the Second 
China-India Informal Summit at the world heritage site of 
Mahabalipuram, Chennai, on October 11. 2019. 	

4. 	President Xi Jinping with India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi headed for informal talks in a golf cart during the 
Second Informal Summit in Chennai, on October 12, 2019. 
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China-India Economic 
Cooperation: Now is the 
Time to Act

Zhu Cuiping

As China and India celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
their diplomatic relations, the world’s 

two largest developing countries, which share 
a genuine neighborly relationship, should work 
together to address the common challenges facing 
the global economy.

The COVID-19 pandemic dealt a heavy blow 
to trade and investment, and tourism; disrupted 

China and India must remove the 
bottlenecks hindering bilateral 
economic and trade development 
since only when they work together 
can the world maintain steady 
growth. It is not a choice but a 
necessity to rebound from the 
downturn in the wake of COVID-19, 
writes Zhu Cuiping.

global industrial supply-chains, and pushed 
crude oil prices from one extreme to another. The 
fluctuating oil prices had a bearing on the US 
stock market that saw repeated downturns. The 
impact of the pandemic is probably more severe 
than the 2008 world financial crisis. Therefore, a 
global economic slowdown seems inevitable. No 
country is immune to this crisis. Despite significant 
economic growth in recent years, China and India 
also face escalating challenges and risks. 
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India’s annual GDP growth rate exceeded by seven 
percent on average, becoming one of the engines 
driving global economic growth. 

In  May  2019,   Modi  was re-elected with 
a landslide  victory. He announced the goals 
of making India a $5 trillion economy by the 
2024 fiscal year, and the world’s third-largest 
economy by 2030. However, India still suffers 
from underdeveloped infrastructure and a 
sluggish manufacturing sector and hasn’t seen 
any meaningful improvement in its business 
environment and demographic dividend. 
These factors hindered its industrialization 
and urbanization. Moreover, India has a huge 
impoverished population and faces immense 
pressure in employment. In 2019, India’s 
macroeconomic index saw sharp fluctuations, with 
its growth slowing. Despite increased pressure on 
its economy, the manufacturing sector provided a 
glimmer of hope.

Economic Transitions
China opened up its economy in 1978 while India 
embarked on economic reforms in 1991. Since 
then, the two countries have made rapid strides to 
become the world’s two fastest-growing economies. 
After the 2008 financial crisis, China took vital 
measures to stabilize the economy. In 2010, China’s 
GDP reached USD$6 trillion, overtaking Japan to 
become the world’s second-largest economy. At 
the time, the structural challenges arising from 
rapid economic growth forced China to adjust its 
development goals to avoid falling into the so-
called middle-income trap. 

China adopted measures to remove bottlenecks 
for resource allocation, economic reforms, as well 
as environmental protection. Today, the Chinese 
economy has entered a crucial stage that pays more 
attention to quality and sustainable development 
rather than only high-speed growth. However, 
since 2018, it witnessed a slow growth rate due to 
trade disputes with the US and the sluggish world 
economy. Also, since early 2020, the epidemic 
posed a significant challenge to the Chinese 
economy, although the government is managing 
the crisis with reasonable success. 

It is noteworthy that India’s economy grew at 
a high rate of 8.9 percent in 2010. Analysts believe 
that the country’s GDP, based on the purchasing 
power parity (PPP), has surpassed that of Japan, 
making India the world’s third-largest economy. 
However, its economy didn’t maintain the rapid 
growth rate as expected from 2011 to 2013. During 
the 2011-2012 fiscal year, the rupee depreciated 
sharply, private investment plummeted, and the 
GDP growth rate dropped to 4.1 percent (which 
was later recalibrated to 4.9 percent), the lowest in 
the past 10 years. It seemed that India’s economic 
miracle had suddenly faded out.

After Prime Minister Narendra Modi took 
charge of the office in May 2014, he launched a 
series of development initiatives such as Make in 
India, Smart Cities, Digital India, and Clean India. 
He also implemented a bold policy to abolish the 
country’s largest-denomination banknotes and 
rolled out the landmark Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) reform. The Modi administration has made 
tremendous efforts to boost private investment 
and create a favorable business environment. 
Modi’s Make in India initiative, in particular, 
created over 12 million jobs each year. In 2014, the 
growth rate of India’s economy hit 7.4 percent, 
equal to that of China. The following year, India 
saw its GDP growing by 7.6 percent, surpassing 
China to become the fastest-growing economy in 
the world for the first time. During his first tenure, 

Today, the Chinese economy has 
entered a crucial stage that pays 
more attention to quality and 
sustainable development rather 
than only high-speed growth.
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Inadequate Trade Cooperation
As two major emerging economies, China and 
India are among the most popular investment 
destinations around the world. The two Asian 
neighbors have a combined population of more 
than 2.7 billion. In 2019, China’s GDP exceeded 
$14 trillion, and its per capita GDP surpassed 
the $10,000 mark for the first time. India’s GDP 
reached $2.9 trillion, overtaking Britain to become 
the world’s fifth-largest economy, and its per capita 
GDP was about $2,100. However, both countries 
suffered somewhat from the global economic 
slowdown last year. According to the latest report, 
China’s economic growth rate was 6.1 percent in 
2019, a figure still in the range of expectations, but 
India’s GDP growth rate decreased significantly to 
4.8 percent. China has comparative advantages in 
infrastructure and manufacturing, while India’s 
strengths lie in its service industry, information 
technology, and pharmaceuticals. In this sense, 
the two countries are mutually complementary in 
economic development and hold great potential 
for cooperation. Although China and India seemed 
natural partners, bilateral collaboration hasn’t 
seen much progress, particularly in infrastructure, 
manufacturing, and investment.

In 2018, the trade volume between China and 
India reached $95.5 billion. According to the 
latest statistics of China Customs, bilateral trade 
was $92.7 billion in 2019, lower than the goal of 
$100 billion. By the end of 2017, China’s direct 
investments in India totaled $4.7 billion, and 
in 2018, India’s cumulative gross investment in 
China reached $900 million. Bilateral trade and 
investment, although on the rise in recent years, 
remain insufficient considering their huge markets 
with a combined population of 2.7 billion and 
mutual economic complementarities. The volume 
of bilateral trade and investment does not match 
their economic size and population. 

The trade imbalance is a primary obstacle 
hindering further economic cooperation in recent 
years. In 2019, China’s trade surplus with India 
reached USD$56 billion (USD$60 billion, according 
to Indian statistics), accounting for 30 percent 
of India’s total trade deficit. It not only thwarted 
India’s will to promote bilateral trade with China 
but also made a negative impact on mutual trust 
in investment. The situation came from the failure 
to leverage the mutual complementarities between 
Chinese and Indian industrial structures in 
bilateral economic cooperation. Moreover, China 
and India complement and compete with each 
other in terms of goods trade, and their mutual 
strengths in goods and services trade haven’t been 
fully leveraged. Mutual investment hasn’t been 

perfectly connected to the industrial development 
of the two countries. The two sides have yet to 
achieve an optimal balance of their interests and 
find the most effective way to solve disputes. 

The trade imbalance between China and 
India should be addressed not only through 
expanding mutual trade and investment but also 
through regional and multilateral mechanisms 
such as BRICS and the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP). Simply increasing 
or decreasing exports isn’t sustainable, and 
protectionism cannot solve trade imbalance. 
Reform and opening up remain the best way to 
solve economic problems. It has been proven by 
China’s reform and opening up over the past 40 
years. Although the world economy faces a crisis, 
economic globalization remains an irreversible 
trend. The global market will eventually become 
an interconnected, interdependent, and integrated 
“global village.” For this reason, international 
trade and investment will become increasingly 
integrated, and mutual investment will become an 
effective way to solve trade imbalance.

Overcoming Challenges 
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of China-India diplomatic ties. The 
global spread of COVID-19 has made a severe 
impact on the world economy, and Western 
developed countries, represented by the United 
States, began to turn to protectionism. Both 
China and India have urgent needs for economic 
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restructuring. Now is the time for the two countries 
to promote economic cooperation and address 
global challenges with a more active attitude. 

The Trump administration’s protectionist 
policy targets not only China but India as well. In 
June 2018, the United States imposed additional 
tariffs on steel and aluminum imports from India, 
causing a loss of $241 million for Indian exporters. 
On May 31, 2019, the White House announced that 
the US would end preferential trade treatment for 
India from June 5. This move would affect Indian 
exports worth $5.6 billion to the US that were 
formerly free of tariffs. During his visit to India 
from February 24 to 25, 2020, US President Donald 
Trump didn’t make any substantive compromise 
on trade disputes that India was eager to solve. 
It indicates that Trump’s policies are volatile and 
unpredictable. 

The consensus reached by Chinese and Indian 
leaders at their Wuhan and Chennai informal 
meetings in 2018 and 2019 respectively brought 
optimism and guided the bilateral relations in the 
right direction. The two countries have maintained 
a steady momentum in their cooperation in fields 
like energy, medicine, information technology, and 
software, as well as cultural exchanges in areas like 
yoga and film. The core of Modi Economics is to 
create a friendly environment to attract foreign 

investment, strengthen infrastructure construction, 
and enhance the manufacturing industry to create 
as many jobs as possible. It is also a lesson that 
China drew in its development process. 

The 70th anniversary of their diplomatic ties 
presents an opportunity for China and India to 
strengthen their cooperation to address the common 
challenges facing the world economy. The two 
countries should focus on removing bottlenecks 
hindering economic and trade development, 
and expand cooperation in new realms such as 
alternate energy and digital economy. These 
moves will consolidate bilateral economic and 
trade cooperation in the short-term and help China 
and India play a bigger role in reconstructing the 
international economic order and gain more say for 
developing countries on the international stage in 
the medium and long-term. 

China and India should focus on their 
convergences, rather than magnify their differences 
that will lead to losing opportunities for cooperation. 
Closer China-India cooperation will not only 
benefit the two countries but also have regional 
and global implications. Both countries are major 
driving forces for global economic growth. Only 
when China and India work together can the world 
economy maintain steady growth. It is also the 
only choice for the world to bounce back from the 
economic downturn in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In 2019, China’s GDP exceeded 
$14 trillion, and its per capita GDP 
surpassed the $10,000 mark for 
the first time. India’s GDP reached 
$2.9 trillion, overtaking Britain to 
become the world’s fifth-largest 
economy, and its per capita GDP was 
about $2,100.

(Zhu Cuiping is Professor at the Research Institute for Indian Ocean Economies, Yunnan University of 
Finance and Economics.)
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The year 2020 holds special significance both 
for India and India-China relations. It not 
only marks the 70th year of the adoption of 

the Indian constitution but also signifies the 70th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations with China. 
The last seven decades have seen a tremendous 
transition in India-China relations, which have 
expanded substantially and become increasingly 
diverse and multifaceted.

The committed leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping 
have transformed our bilateral engagement 
through unconventional but effective informal 
Summits, first in Wuhan, China, and second in 
Mamallapuram, near Chennai. These summits 
aimed at enhancing both economic partnership 
and the human relations between the two 
countries. Thus, the 70th anniversary celebration 
to foster a comprehensive relationship was also 
one of the key focuses of the summits. This 
shared vision of our heads of government needs 
to be made a reality by all of us together with a 
holistic approach, especially in a post-COVID 
environment. Hence, we would like to share five 
key factors with our two great leaders to achieve 
this objective.

Fostering Cultural Exchanges
It is perhaps the most significant area of cooperation 
going forward. There is no denying that the true 
essence of partnership between any two nations 

lies in the exposure and awareness for each other’s 
cultures and values. India and China share a long 
history of cultural association with Buddhism 
binding our spiritual beliefs. 

Despite such deep historical and cultural linkages, 
the tourist flow between India and China is below 
potential. For instance, India attracted only around 
225000 out of over 140 million Chinese tourists 
who travelled around the world. We must set 
ourselves some targets backed with a focused 
plan to develop robust engagements between our 
communities, which would subsequently augment 
the business.

The resounding success of Indian movies such 
as Dangal, Secret Superstar, Bahubali, Hindi Medium, 
Toilet, and Andhadhun at the Chinese box office 
only exemplifies the role India’s entertainment 
industry can play in bringing the two peoples 
closer. It’s high time China looks at using India as a 
backdrop for its cinema to nurture this soft power 
of our relationship. 

FICCI’s flagship programs like FRAMES and 
Great Indian Travel Bazaar are perfect platforms 
for promoting people-to-people and cultural 
exchanges.

Multilateral Cooperation 
India and China share membership with several 
coveted multilateral platforms such as G-20, BRICS, 
and SCO. Both countries have expanded economic 

Unleashing potential 
for robust  
India-China 2.0 Ties
A holistic India-China partnership is crucial for global peace, stability, 
and prosperity in a post-COVID-19 scenario. The five drivers of cultural 
exchange, multilateral cooperation, provincial-level connections, building 
start-up ecosystems, and a balanced and diversified partnership would 
be the key to robust India-China 2.0 ties, write Manish Singhal and 
Gajendra Badgujar.

Manish Singhal and Gajendra Badgujar
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cooperation with the global community through 
these vital institutions. Since India and China both 
account for more than 40 percent of the world’s 
population and represent the common interest 
and aspirations of many emerging economies, we 
need to cooperate in these multilateral forums/
groupings. Post COVID-19, multilateralism and 
globalization may take a back seat, and hence our 
two Asian powers need to further a clear economic 
agenda at these forums.

FICCI serves the interests of the Indian industry 
at BRICS and SCO and is working towards the 
development of a plan for India’s G-20 presidency 
in 2022. We must highlight that India and China 
work together in promoting a business plan during 
the deliberations at these forums to mitigate any 
adverse impact on globalization.

Building State and Provincial 
Connect
State and provincial connectivity form a 
cornerstone of this growing economic relationship. 
Establishing a link between the Indian states and 
Chinese provinces is crucial as the real action for 
India lies in the states. FICCI has been actively 
promoting this provincial-level partnership and 
has organised several initiatives in the past such 
as the Gujarat-Guangdong Economic and Trade 
Cooperation Conference last year in Ahmedabad. 
Gujarat also conducted similar engagements with 
Shandong and Hainan provinces.

The diversity of Chinese and Indian provincial 
economies warrants more such arrangements to 
harness our true economic potential. 

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the India-China Business Forum, held in  Shanghai during his visit to China in 
May 2015.  

News from china | China-India review | Special edition | 53



Start-ups and Innovation Ecosystem
To take our economic relations to the next level, an increase in mutual 
funding in addition to being a hotspot for investment is critical. Chinese 
investments in Indian unicorns such as Paytm are well-known. Enhanced 
Chinese investments in Indian start-ups and innovation ecosystem will 
enable Indian companies to benefit from the experience and technological 
know-how of Chinese companies that have achieved greater success in 
their home market in similar verticals. Besides, the Indian consumption 
market resonates with China and provides a better growth template for 
Indian start-ups than their Western counterparts. 

At the same time, China can draw benefit from India’s focus on social 
impact innovations, considering that our bottom of the pyramid social 
set-up has similar development imperatives. Towards this agenda, FICCI 
nurtures a few successful platforms to find opportunities for Indian 
start-ups in technical and social impact innovations space. Countries like 
Rwanda and Ethiopia have replicated some of these programs, while 
Mexico and others recreated the framework.

Balanced and Diversified Partnership
Last but not least, India and China continue to be one of the largest 
trade partners, with a significant increase in bilateral trade over the last 
decade. However, India’s trade deficit with China is not sustainable, 
and both governments have taken several measures realizing that a 
one-way relationship does not go too far. At the same time, I would 
like to urge the Indian industry to utilize platforms such as the China 
International Import Expo to showcase its products and enhance exports 
to China. In the manufacturing sector, Chinese companies must look at 
“manufacturing partnerships” and work towards backward integration 
by developing its ancillary units in India for component manufacturing.

FICCI’s flagship 
programs like 
FRAMES and 
Great Indian 
Travel Bazaar are 
perfect platforms 
for promoting 
people-to-people 
and cultural 
exchanges.

Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang interacted with 
a youth delegation from 
India in May 2013.
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The diversity of Chinese and Indian 
provincial economies warrants more 
such arrangements to harness our 
true economic potential.

From $1.6 billion direct Chinese investment in 
2014, mostly by state-owned enterprises, there is an 
upward trend in inward investments, amounting 
to $5.08 billion in 2019, significantly coming from 
private firms. 

Similarly, several major Indian companies 
like Tatas, Mahindra & Mahindra, Dr. Reddy’s, 
Reliance Industries, and Larsen & Toubro have 
their presence in China. The combined Indian 
direct investment in China until September 2019 is 
US$ 0.92 billion. It can be increased further through 
greater market access and diversified outlook.

We expect solutions to some of these pertinent 
issues through the setting up of the “High-Level 
Mechanism on Trade and Economic Cooperation.” 
It has been set-up to discuss trade, investment, 
and services between India and China, in line with 
the agreement of our two leaders at the informal 
summit in India last year. The effectiveness of 
such a mechanism would require a clear action 

plan and intent from both sides, coupled with 
a structured follow-up mechanism to ensure 
tangible results. As a representative of the Indian 
industry, FICCI hopes that it would also expedite 
and enhance market access for Indian companies 
in the Chinese market, especially in agricultural, 
pharmaceuticals, and IT products.

The five drivers discussed for our economic 
engagement gain significance in the post-
COVID-19 scenario. Till the time our two big 
economies cooperate and show the way to the 
world, which would be trying to wriggle out of a 
global pandemic, we could be staring at a much 
slower global economy. We are sure that the 70th 
anniversary of our diplomatic relations will be a 
milestone in our engagement and usher in a new 
era of a holistic and collaborative approach. It will 
not only strengthen India-China bilateral relations 
but also work towards a better future for global 
peace, stability, and prosperity. It could mark the 
beginning of India-China 2.0.

(Manish Singhal is Deputy Secretary General, 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) and Gajendra Badgujar is 
Director, FICCI..)

The Indian Pavilion at Shanghai Expo 2010 showcased the world’s largest bamboo dome inspired by the Sanchi Stupa, 
an ancient Buddhist monument built between 321-187 BC by Emperor Ashoka.
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Why India-China Economic 
and Development 
Partnership Matters 
It’s time for India and China to raise the bar to expand their multi-
faceted economic and development partnership to realise dreams and 
aspirations of their 2.7 billion people. In this regard, the coronavirus 
pandemic is an opportunity in disguise, says Manish Chand. 

Manish Chand

In the backdrop of the 7th century rock-cut 
monuments at the world heritage site of 
Mahabalipuram, the leaders of India and China 

sipped coconut water and shared their hopes for 
national development and harmonious bilateral 

relations. On Day 1 of their second informal summit 
on October 11, 2019, the conversation between 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping largely focused on how PM 
Modi’s plan to create a New India by 2022 to mark 

Chinese President Xi Jinping with Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the Second China-India Informal Summit in 
Chennai in October 2019. 
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Why India-China Economic 
and Development 
Partnership Matters 

the 75th anniversary of India’s independence and 
Xi Jinping’s China Dream can open new avenues 
for widening cooperation between the two Asian 
neighbours. The shared understanding that 
emerged from the second informal summit was a 
recognition and reaffirmation by the two leaders 
that the simultaneous development of India and 
China presents mutually beneficial opportunities. 

High-Level Dialogue Mechanism 
The second informal summit accentuated the big-
picture understanding firmed up by PM Modi and 
President Xi, which has been sharply in focus since 
the first informal summit in Wuhan in April 2019, 
that only by enhancing economic and development 
partnership can India-China relations touch the 
lives of over 2.7 billion people in both countries. 
In sync with this mandate, the two countries 
decided to set up the High-Level Economic and 
Trade Dialogue mechanism. The Mechanism 
promises to be a game-changer for transforming 
India-China economic relations. India hopes 
that this mechanism will help it to reduce over 
$50 billion trade deficit with China and enable 
Indian companies to gain greater market access 
to the Chinese market. The two sides also agreed 
to encourage mutual investments in identified 
sectors through the development of a broad-based 
Manufacturing Partnership. 

Pandemic Opportunity 
The second informal summit, in short, set the 
stage for upscaling and accelerating India-China 
economic and development partnership across 
the spectrum. As the two countries mark the 
70th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic 
relations, it’s time to raise the bar and take concrete 

steps to fructify the economic potential of this 
crucial partnership. In this regard, the coronavirus 
pandemic has come as a disruption as well as an 
opportunity. This reminds one of the much-cited 
formulation that the Chinese character for Crisis 
also means Opportunity. Regardless of the veracity 
of this expression, it encapsulates ancient wisdom 
that every crisis carries within it seeds of an 
opportunity. India and China have done the right 
thing by focusing on new opportunities rather 
than allow themselves to be distracted by geo-
political games that only polarises the world and 
fragments the collective response to the pandemic. 
The two neighbours have promptly sent medical 
materials to combat the pandemic. Encouraged by 
the Chinese example, India has seized on the crisis 
to incentivise its companies to build indigenous 
facilities for manufacturing masks and protective 
medical equipment.

Global Partners 
As the world moves towards strategizing global 
economic recovery, India and China, the world’s 
only major economies that are expected to grow 
amid the coronavirus-induced recession, will 
have a critical role to play. The IMF, in its World 
Economic Outlook, has forecast India’s economic 
growth rate at 1.9 per cent and China’s at 1.2 per 
cent, which makes them the two G20 economies 
that will be able to escape corrosive effects of the 
global economic recession. As the two islands of 
growth amid gloom and doom in the world, India 
and China will have to collaborate proactively not 
only for sustaining their own economic growth, 
but also for stimulating global recovery.  India and 
China, which together account for a population of 
over 2.7 billion people, will continue to provide 
large markets for diverse goods and services, and 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping largely 
focused on how PM Modi’s plan to 
create a New India by 2022 to mark 
the 75th anniversary of India’s 
independence and Xi Jinping’s China 
Dream can open new avenues for 
widening cooperation between the 
two Asian neighbours.

As the two countries mark the 
70th anniversary of establishment 
of diplomatic relations, it’s time 
to raise the bar and take concrete 
steps to fructify the economic 
potential of this crucial partnership. 
In this regard, the coronavirus 
pandemic has come as a disruption 
as well as an opportunity.
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hence will loom large in economic calculations 
of each other as well as other economies in the 
world. Taking a macro view, the two emerging 
Asian economies will also have to enhance their 
coordination in shaping an effective global 
economic response to COVID-19 in multilateral 
groupings such as G20 and BRICS. 

Balancing Trade 
India has the biggest single trade deficit with any 
country. In sync with growing bilateral trade, which 
has exceeded $90 billion, it’s time to balance and 
diversify bilateral trade. Currently, India’s imports 
from China are dominated by manufactured items, 
including electronics, telecom products, electrical 
equipment, and pharmaceuticals. India imports 
most of its pharmaceutical ingredients and 
drug intermediaries from China. Most of India’s 
electrical and electronic requirements, including 

smart phones and computer hardware, are sourced 
from China. On the other hand, India has been 
supplying mostly raw materials and agricultural 
products. In this regard, the last couple of years 
have seen some positive developments: China is 
responding to India’s long-standing demand for 
greater market access for Indian pharmaceuticals, 
IT services, engineering, and agricultural products 
including rice, sugar, various fruits and vegetables, 
oil-based meals. In 2018, following the first informal 
summit in Wuhan, China granted market access 
for export of Indian Non-Basmati rice, rapeseed 
meal, fishmeal and fish-oil. In 2019, protocols for 
market access for Indian tobacco leaves and chilli 
meal were concluded. If more such steps are taken 
in the next few months, they will pave the way for 
more balanced and sustainable bilateral trade. 

Boosting Investment 
It’s encouraging to see the ascending curve of 
Chinese investment in India. Over the years, 
Chinese investment in India have grown to $8 
billion, a big jump from a few hundred million 
dollars only a few years ago. Chinese investment 
has focused on sectors and products such as 
mobile phone, household electrical appliances, 
infrastructure and automobile. In the process, 
Chinese investments have created thousands of 
jobs in India. 

As the world moves towards 
strategizing global economic 
recovery, India and China, the 
world’s only major economies that 
are expected to grow amid the 
coronavirus-induced recession, will 
have a critical role to play.

Union Minister for IT, Law and Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad at Huawei’s ‘Make in India’ inaugural ceremony in New Delhi 
in October 2016. He announced the decision of China’s leading telecom company Huawei to partner with Flextronics 
International (Flex) to manufacture Honor smartphones models from India.  
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Many Indian companies have set up Chinese 
operations to service both their Indian and 
MNC clientele in China. They operate either as 
representative offices, Wholly Owned Foreign 
Enterprises (WOFE), Joint Ventures with Chinese 
companies in manufacturing, IT and IT-enabled 
services, trading, banking and allied activities. 
More than 100 Chinese companies have established 
offices/operations in India. Chinese mobile 
companies present unfolding success stories 
in India, with companies like Xiaomi, Huawei, 
Vivo and Oppo occupying nearly 60% of Indian 
mobile handset market. Going forward, Chinese 
companies need to diversify and scale up their 
investment in manufacturing sector in India.  

Development Journey 
Going forward, the two countries should aim 
at structural transformation in their economic 
ties, from the buyer-seller model to a more 
enduring investment-driven model. China has 
an unprecedented opportunity to partner India 
in its ongoing developmental journey. India’s 
infrastructure sector needs at least $1 trillion in 
foreign investment. China, with its huge surplus 
of foreign exchange, can pitch in with not just 
cash, but by increasing the involvement of Chinese 
companies in the infrastructure sector in India. 
The setting up of dedicated industrial parks in 
India catering to Chinese companies need to be 
fast-tracked. Chinese companies are playing an 
important role in the modernisation of Indian 
Railways through projects such as speed raising 
on the existing Chennai-Bengaluru-Mysore line, 
the feasibility studies for the Delhi-Nagpur section 
of high-speed rail link and setting up of a railway 
university.

The Road Ahead 
Going by present trends, India and China, with 
a combined GDP of around $17 trillion, will 
continue to be engines of economic growth in the 
world. With their complementary strengths in 
software and hardware, the two countries have 
a rare opportunity to expand their economic 
and development partnership to realise dreams 
and aspirations of their 2.7 billion people. Closer 
economic and development partnership will need 
an atmosphere of peace and trust, and hence is 
inextricably interlinked with the overall tone and 
tenor of the relationship.  If India and China keep 
their focus firmly on interlinked dreams, they can 
avoid geopolitical traps in the COVID-configured 
world and script a new chapter in their mutually 
empowering partnership. 

If India and China keep their 
focus firmly on interlinked 
dreams, they can avoid 
geopolitical traps in the 
COVID-configured world 
and script a new chapter in 
their mutually empowering 
partnership.

(Manish Chand is CEO & Editor-in-Chief of India Writes Network, www.indiawrites.org and India and 
World magazine. He is also Founder of TGII Media Private Limited, a media, publishing and consultancy 
company focused on international affairs.)

India’s then Commerce and Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu 
with China’s Vice Minister of Commerce Wang Shouwen 
during the informal WTO Ministerial meeting in New Delhi 
in March 2018. 
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India and China have a long and rich history 
of multifaceted socio-economic relationships 
between the peoples on the two sides of the 

Himalayas. Since the ancient period, it witnessed 
many highs and lows, from people-to-people 
spiritual and trade connections, to a low during 
the colonial period, fluctuating mutual suspicion 
and trust, to open hostility in the post-WWII era. 
With increasing globalization post-1990s, it has 
taken a new turn and is guided more by pragmatic 
considerations rather than fluctuating sentiments.

On April 1, 1950, India became the first non-
socialist country to establish diplomatic relations 
with the People’s Republic of China. It was the 
beginning of a new era when Chinese and Indian 
people from different walks of life interacted 
enthusiastically. They were frequent visitors in 
each other’s lands, eager to share and learn from 
each other’s experiences. Today, however, our 
knowledge of this vibrant period of engagement 
is overshadowed by the legacy of the 1962 
aberration. 

It was External Affairs Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee who broke the ice and made a trip to 
China in February 1979, the first by any Indian 
Minister since 1960. In December 1988, Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi finally cut the Gordian 

India, China Ready for 
the Next Big Leap in 2020
India and China should leave no stone unturned to remove their trust 
deficit and move towards increasing confidence and collaboration to take 
their due share in the global socio-economic order. With pragmatism, 
understanding and meaningful efforts of the political leadership, along 
with the support of the business community and the civil society at large, 
such a future is not too far, writes V. K. Mishra.  

V. K. Mishra
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knot in his wide-ranging talks with Deng 
Xiaoping, the paramount leader of China, opening 
a new era of Sino-India relationship. Of late, with 
the special efforts of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Xi Jinping, it witnessed an 
impetus both on government-to-government and 
people-to-people levels, focusing on increasing 
communication, connectivity, information sharing, 
collaboration, and deeper engagement with the 
leadership on the other side not only bilaterally but 
also at all multilateral platforms.

Growing Trade Optimism
Trade and investment have witnessed 
unprecedented growth in the last fifteen years, 
and China has become the largest trading partner 
of India. This collaboration includes the short-term 
trade by the trading community and the technology-
based trade involving the import of equipment 
and machinery for power, textile, chemical, 
pharmaceuticals, and packaging sectors, among 
others. The visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping in 
2014 has proven to be a milestone in giving a thrust 
to bilateral trade and investment between the two 
countries. During his visit, President Xi announced 
an investment of USD20 billion in India, further 
opening the doors for Chinese companies to 
operate and engage in the Indian market. Industry 
chambers and trade associations also worked to not 
only research and understand the realities of trade, 
commerce, and investment in both the countries, 
but also bringing concerned stakeholders together 
to further advance the official efforts. India China 
Trade Center (ICTC) has made concerted efforts 
for more than twenty years to promote trade and 
investment between the two nations. 

Trade and investment have 
witnessed unprecedented growth in 
the last fifteen years, and China has 
become the largest trading partner 
of India. This collaboration includes 
the short-term trade by the trading 
community and the technology-
based trade.

Chinese President Xi Jinping gifted Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi a porcelain memento, which had the Indian 
leader’s image graven on it, during their second Informal 
Summit in Mahabalipuram in October 2019. 
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ICTC’s Catalyst Role
For the last five years, ICTC has also been working 
closely with bodies like Ministry of Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprise, Government 
of India, Ministry of Science and Technology, 
PRC, Technology Information, Forecasting, and 
Assessment Council (TIFAC), an autonomous 
body of Department of Science and Technology, 
GOI, National Research Development Corporation 
(NRDC), an enterprise of DSIR, Ministry of Science 
& Technology, GOI, and Yunnan Academy of 
Science and Technology (YASTI), etc. to bring 
together stakeholders in the areas of science and 
technology to facilitate collaborative innovations 
and investments. International trade fairs have 

also helped to promote trade between both the 
countries as it has enabled Indian businesses to 
source the new products at affordable prices. Many 
Indian businesses have engaged at a deeper level 
with their Chinese counterparts, even actively 
participating in developing products better suited 
for Indian markets. Many Indian manufacturers 
have even gone ahead to set up their production 
bases in China to cater to both their Indian and 
global markets.

Sectors like steel, power, pharma and 
biotechnology have found a lot of compatibilities 
in their operations. India has become an important 
source of raw material for industries like steel and 
ferroalloys, electrical equipment, auto-components 
and meat. On the other hand, China has become 
a supplier for power plant equipment (turbine, 
boiler and balancing equipment), EPC projects, 
smartphones, and other electronic items, fertilizers, 
organic chemicals and plastics. Chinese companies 
have become the biggest and one of the most 
reliable contributors to India’s power distribution 
and generation system.

Technology is another area opening huge vistas 
for cooperation between Indian and Chinese 
organizations. The technology indigenization has 

Indian companies are also 
collaborating with many Chinese 
companies, helping them in 
developing products and services 
in technology domains like 
pharmaceuticals, information 
technology, ITES and E-commerce. 

Dr B.R. Gaikwad, Chairman, 
CHEMEXCIL, inaugurated the 
China Interdye Exhibition, 
Shanghai in April 2015.
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helped the Indian industry to import high-tech 
technology at an affordable price as compared 
to the developed world. Since 2014, technology 
cooperation has taken a new direction in bilateral 
cooperation, and many Chinese companies have 
invested in Indian startups, fintech, telephonic, 
mobile assembly and manufacturing, social apps, 
payment gateways and entertainment. Indian 
companies are also collaborating with many 
Chinese companies, helping them in developing 
products and services in technology domains like 
pharmaceuticals, information technology, ITES 
and E-commerce. Jointly, the two nations can 
benefit from learning from each other. 

Global Partnership
With a stronger China, the world is also witnessing 
the emergence of a new economic order in which 
it may take a central position. In a recent report, 
Credit Suisse said that the rash of trade conflicts 
goes hand in hand with geopolitical challenges, 
the decline of Western dominance (politically and 
economically), the emergence of new world order, 
and the rise of new, groundbreaking, and powerful 
technologies. In this new order, both China and 
India will play a significant role.

Today, the global community is facing the 
COVID-19 challenge. It is a unique and significant 
challenge for humanity. The Chinese government 
not only handled the challenge successfully but 
quickly as well. People in Wuhan are going back to 
their routines. It is also the time of two antagonistic 
ideologies being debated, discussed, accepted, 
and vehemently rejected. People, on one hand, 
will talk about national protectionism, reducing 
contact with other nations, becoming self-reliant 
and self-sufficient. The same may be inferred 
from the approach taken by US President Donald 
Trump. On the other hand, people will argue for 
strengthening connections, sharing competencies, 
working together, and joining hands to find viable 
solutions challenging humanity. At the World 
Economic Forum, 2017, President Xi cast himself as 
a steadfast defender of free trade and joining hands 
with other countries as opposed to “America First” 
call from President Trump.

We strongly believe that in the future, humanity 
will come across challenges that may have never 
been thought of. To meet and tackle such challenges, 
the global community needs to join hands, closely 
share from each other’s experiences, and actively 
collaborate with others. By simply aggregating 

or organizing our resources, knowledge, skills, 
learning, and competencies, the people on this 
planet will be in a position to live a healthy and 
meaningful life.

An Asian Century
At the 70th anniversary of the start of the formal 
diplomatic relationship between India and 
China, they need to introspect and understand 
the power of the 36% of the global population. 
No stone should be left unturned to remove the 
trust deficit and move towards increasing trust 
and collaboration to take their due position on 
the global stage and share in the global socio-
economic order. With increasing pragmatism and 
better understanding and meaningful efforts from 
the political leadership from both the sides, this is 
not too far. Businesses and civil societies need to 
complement and supplement the official efforts. 
We are sure that the future is bright, and it belongs 
to Asia. The 21st century is the Asian Century! 

(V. K. Mishra is the Chairman of India China Technology Transfer Centre (ICTTC) and Executive Vice 
Chairman of India China Trade Centre.)

Today, the global community 
is facing the COVID-19 
challenge. It is a unique 
and significant challenge 
for humanity. The Chinese 
government not only handled 
the challenge successfully 
but quickly as well. People in 
Wuhan are going back to their 
routines. 
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The Kotnis Spirit

Dr Dwarkanath 
Kotnis, who worked 
tirelessly treating the 
wounded and sick 
Chinese troops in 
1930s, continues to 
shine like an immortal 
monument in the 
hearts of the Chinese 
people, write Xue 
Yuan and Zhou Xin. 
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Fostering Bond between 
Chinese and Indian Doctors

Doctor Dwarkanath Shantaram Kotnis may not be known to many 
Indians, but in China, he is a distinguished figure and honored for his 
work during the war against Japanese aggression. Born in Maharashtra 

in 1910, he graduated from Seth G.S. Medical College of Bombay University 
in 1936. Subsequently, he enrolled himself 
in the Royal College of Physicians.In 
1938, at the age of 28, he joined the Aid-
China Medical Mission and worked 
in the frontline, treating the wounded 
and sick Chinese troops. He also helped 
train Chinese medical workers. Later, Dr 
Kotnis married a Chinese girl, named Guo 
Qinglan, and spent the most arduous last 
five years of his life, and yet remarkable, 
in the war-afflicted country.

Healer & Caregiver 
In June 1940, Dr Kotnis arrived in the 
Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei Border Area 
to participate in the Great Campaign 
of One Hundred Regiments (August 
1940-January 1941). After completing 
this assignment, he was sent to Gegong Village of Tangxian County in Hebei 
Province. In the beginning, he served as a teacher in the Bethune Medical 
School, named after a Canadian doctor who also gave his life for the Chinese 
people’s salvation. Later, he was appointed president of Bethune International 
Peace Hospital that vested him the power to oversee clinical teaching, hospital 
management, and surgery. His work was praised by all. 

Commander Nie Rongzhen called him a scientist who can solve practical 
problems, medical workers called him “second Bethune,” while the sick and 
wounded considered him “black mother” since he was amiable.

According to the data of Kotnis Memorial Hall, he carried out over 900 
surgeries during the five years in China. He once worked three days and nights 
without rest, treating more than 500 wounded soldiers. During the war, medical 
conditions were poor in the country. To avoid infection, he led a campaign to 
divide the traditional sleeping platform into separate beds. Dr Kotnis declined 

Xue Yuan and Zhou Xin

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets the sister of 
Dr Dwarkanath Shantaram Kotnis in India.
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the special care given to him, preferring to go through thick and 
thin together with ordinary Chinese people. He went with others 
on long journeys to carry grain, participated in agricultural 
production, and sewed and mended his military uniforms 
instead of requisitioning for a new one. Due to spending a long 
time in bed, the sick and wounded suffered bedsores, and Dr 
Kotnis came up with an idea to deal with this by making a hole 
in the quilt. Others followed suit. During patient transfers, he 
prepared raingear for the sick and wounded. He was also an 
active basketball player. 

Magical Powers
Chen Zhi, one of his students, was surprised by his conscientious 
and responsible work. He revealed that Dr Kotnis was called the 
“black doctor”, and both he and the “white doctor” (Bethune), 
who had also worked in the Shanxi-Chahar-Hubei Border Area, 
were highly skilled. Dr Kotnis cured many illnesses diagnosed 
as beyond cure. Qi Linhui, the younger brother of the owner 
of the house where he lived, was once treated by him. He said 
the Indian medic treated everyone enthusiastically. Mr Qi had a 
pimple in his leg that was almost necrotic and seemed incurable 
despite the use of Western and Chinese medicines. However,  

“The village was 
filled with people 
coming to bid 
farewell to their 
Indian friend. Dr 
Kotnis was not 
forgotten after the 
war, and is still 
remembered.”  

The Second Affiliated Hospital 
of Hubei Medical University was 
renamed Kotnis China-India 
Friendship Hospital in 1996.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang meets the 
sister of Dr Dwarkanath Shantaram Kotnis 
in Mumbai.
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Dr Kotnis cured it by applying ointment three 
times daily. The old man was grateful to the doctor. 
At the time, Dr Kotnis was suffering from epilepsy. 
It attacked him from time to time due to overwork. 
Commander Nie Rongzhen repeatedly urged him 
to seek treatment. However, the Indian doctor 
had already linked his fate with that of Chinese 
soldiers. People who knew him revealed that he 
was unwilling to leave his post even for a minute.

As Ms Guo Qinglan recalled, “He was sleeping 
when epilepsy last hit him. He twitched hard for a 
long time, but no one had a way out. Just before his 
death, he was operated in the morning. He passed 
away in the afternoon.” On December 9, 1942, Dr 
Kotnis died in Gegong Village, aged only 32. This 
diligent and conscientious international fighter 
was still compiling surgical lecture notes just 
before his death. Wang Xincheng was a neighbor. 
“The village was filled with people coming to bid 
farewell to their Indian friend. Dr Kotnis was not 
forgotten after the war, and is still remembered,” 
Mr Wang said.

China-India Joint Medical Mission 
To mark the 70th anniversary of the Indian medical 
delegation to aid China and carry forward Dr 
Kotnis’ legacy, the China-India Joint Medical 
Mission was set up in January 2008. Sponsored by 
the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship 
with Foreign Countries, the joint mission consists 
of 10 Chinese doctors and an equal number from 
India. They exchange visits, provide medical 
assistance, and carry out academic discussions, 
forming an important platform to promote mutual 
understanding and cooperation in the medical 
circles.

The Second Affiliated Hospital of Hubei 
Medical University was renamed Kotnis China-
India Friendship Hospital in 1996. 

Shan Chunguang, a doctor of the ear-nose-
throat department, visited India as a member of 
the second China-India Joint Medical Mission 
in 2010. Besides medical exchanges, the Chinese 
doctors provided free medical treatment for 
farmers in Andhra Pradesh. He remembers clearly 
the friendship of Indian people. He said villagers 
held a grand ceremony to welcome them, and beat 
drums and gongs and shouted “Long Live India-
China Friendship” while holding banners just like 
Chinese peasants. ”All of us talked about Kotnis, 
who seemed to be a bond linking us. We stayed 

in India for eight days. We felt that the friendship 
between Chinese and Indian civilians was very 
deep and sincere,” Mr Shan said.  Just as Dr Kotnis 
showed the Indian people’s friendship towards 
Chinese people during the anti-Japanese war, 
the China-India Joint Medical Mission is carrying 
forward his spirit, Mr Shan said.

Mohan Jeudy, an Indian otolaryngologist with 
over 20 years of experience who runs a private clinic 
in Hyderabad, said he learned about Dr Kotnis 
during his school days. In 1985, he joined the India-
China Friendship Association as a student. He has 
visited China many times. As the head of the Indian 
team of the Second China-India Joint Medical 
Mission, the visit to China in 2010 was of particular 
significance to him. He said, “I will never forget the 
memories. Since my school days, I had heard lots 
about the great deeds of Chinese people against 
Japanese aggression. When I was invited to China 
as the head of the Indian team, I was very excited. 
We were treated as family members everywhere 
in China. I will never forget the Chinese people’s 
friendship.” 

Mr Mohan said the Dr Kotnis spirit hugely 
inspired him, and every doctor should carry 
forward his legacy. He pledged to try his best to 
organize the exchanges well in India as part of 
the contribution to Sino-Indian Friendship. Dr 
Kotnis was a great fighter who did his best for the 
liberation of the Chinese nation until his death. His 
spirit is an immortal monument standing in the 
hearts of the Chinese people forever.

(This article is from Stories of China and India 
published in 2016. Xue Yuan and Zhou Xin are 
reporters of Hindi and Tamil Department of China 
Radio International.)

Just as Dr Kotnis showed the 
Indian people’s friendship 
towards Chinese people 
during the anti-Japanese 
war, the China-India Joint 
Medical Mission is carrying 
forward his spirit, Mr Shan 
said.
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1.	 “The Agreement between the 
People’s Republic of China and 
the Republic of India on Trade 
and Intercourse between the 
Tibet Region of China and India” 
was signed in Beijing on April 
29,1954. China’s Vice Foreign 
Minister Zhang Hanfu (right) and 
India’s  Ambassador to China 
Nedyam Raghavan (Left) signed 
the agreement. Soong Chingling, 
Vice Chairman of the Central 
government of China (middle) and 
Vice Premier Dong Biwu of the 
Government Administration Council 
(right) are seen standing behind. 
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Practical Cooperation
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2.	 Professor Singh, superintendent of Indian Malaria Research Institute, was 
invited to visit Simao, Yunnan Province to examine malaria prevention in June 
1955. Professor Singh also delivered a speech on malaria-related  issues.

3.	 Indian businessmen negotiated with the Guangzhou local specialty trade 
delegation on Chinese cinnamon at the China Import and Export Fair held in 
Guangzhou in 1957.

4.	 A Global Agricultural Exposition was inaugurated in New Delhi on December 
11,1959. In the photo, the gate of the China Pavilion is seen. Around 40,000 
people visited the pavilion daily, while a single-day peak was recorded at 
150,000 visitors.

5.	 China’s Minister of Foreign Economic Relations and Trade Zheng Tuobin 
signed the first “Agreed Minute of China-India Joint Economic Group” with 
India’s Minister of Commerce and Industry Dinesh Singh, in New Delhi on  
September 20,1989.  

6.	 Indian agricultural experts received training on the hybrid rice planting 
technology at the Hybrid Rice Research Center in Changsha, China, in 
September 1992. Yuan Longping (second on the right), China’s renowned 
breeding expert and father of hybrid rice, shared his experience with the Indian 
experts during a field visit.  
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1.	 Chinese workers transported relief goods provided by the Chinese Government to Indian disaster-stricken regions at Tianjin 
Binhai International Airport on February 3, 2001. 

2.	 Indian businessmen at the 2002 China Chenghai International Toys and Gifts Fair in April 2002.
3.	 India’s Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), the largest global company to provide software solutions and consultancy services in 

Asia, established Tata Information Technology (Shanghai) Co. Ltd. on June 18, 2002, symbolizing the formal entry of the largest 
Indian Software exporter into China. CEO of TCS, S. Ramadorai, received the trading certificate from Liang Gui, Deputy Director 
of Science and Technology Bureau of Pudong District of Shanghai. 

4.	 Nearly 30 Chinese communication companies attended the 13th Indian Communication Fair in New Delhi on March 22, 2005. 
Staff of China Huawei Company provided introduction to visitors about the intellectual optical cross-connect equipments 
produced by the company. 

5.	 FAW Bharat Forge (Changchun) Co. Ltd, jointly established by China FAW and India Bharat Forge Co. Ltd. was unveiled on 
March 20, 2006.

1
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1.	 China Eastern Airlines announced in New Delhi on 
May 26, 2006 that from June 1, 16 Indian airline 
stewardess would work on the flight from Beijing to 
New Delhi via Shanghai. The photo shows the Indian 
airline stewardess in CEA.

2.	 A shop selling Indian incense in Lhasa, the capital of 
Xizang Autonomous Region of China, on July 6, 2006. 

3.	 China Trade, Technology and Engineering Expo, 
hosted by Ministry of Commerce of China, opened in 
New Delhi on November 14, 2006. About 110 Chinese 
enterprises participated in the Expo. 

4.	 Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao attended the 
inauguration ceremony of the China-India Joint 
Medical Team with visiting Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh in Beijing on January 14, 2008. 
In the photo, the two leaders conferred honorary 
certificates to the team members. 
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1.	 Workers loaded onto a transport plane the first shipment of relief goods for 
the Sichuan Earthquake provided by the Indian Government at the New 
Delhi Palam Airport on May 16, 2008.

2.	 Indian businesswomen showed their unique commodities at the 17th 
Kunming Import and Export Commodities Fair on June 6, 2009.

3.	 The annual ceremony at the factory of Guangxi Liugong Group of China, 
located in India, was held in Indore, Madhya Pradesh on July 8, 2009. This 
was the first production base of Chinese manufacturing enterprises to be 
put into operation in India, and also the first overseas factory of the Liugong 
Group.

4.	 Flight CA425 of Air China arrived in Bangalore International Airport of 
India from Chengdu, marking the success of the first flight connecting the 
mainland of China and  Bangalore, the “Silicon Vally of India” on February 
28, 2010. The government and business delegation, led by Chengdu Mayor 
Ge Honglin, paid a business visit to India as the first passengers on this 
flight.

5.	 Linyi National India Science and Technology International Innovation Park 
was approved as China’s first China-India Software Industry National 
International Innovation Park in 2016.

6.	 The commencement ceremony was held for the Project of Line 3 of The 
Mumbai Metro. The project was executed by China Railway No.3 Engineering 
Bureau with J. Kumar Infraprojects of India in October 2016.

6
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1.	 Maharashtra’s then Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis attended the opening ceremony of 
the Haier Pune Industrial Park in November 
2017.

2.	 The 2nd India-China Technology Transfer, 
Collaborative Innovation & Investment 
Conference was held in New Delhi on 
November 16, 2017.

3.	 Shandong Electric Power Construction 
Corporation III (SEPCOIII) from China 
and Adani Group in India held a strategic 
cooperation memorandum signing ceremony in 
Beijing on April 24, 2018.

4.	 First ±500kv, 315 MVA HVDC Transformer 
was successfully manufactured by Chinese 
company Tebian Electric Apparatus’ India 
Branch – TBEA Energy (India) Pvt. Ltd. The 
transformer was operationalized  in  
May 14, 2019.

5.	 Chinese Fosun Foundation donated the 
first batch of surgical masks to the Mumbai 
Municipal Government in March 2020.
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1.	 Chinese Ambassador to India H.E Sun Weidong held a press conference on the 
prevention and control of the novel coronavirus pneumonia epidemic at the Chinese 
Embassy in New Delhi on February 18, 2020.

2.	 Chinese Ambassador to India H.E. Sun Weidong gave an interview to CNBC-TV18 on 
COVID-19 and China-India anti-epidemic cooperation on March 12, 2020.

3.	 China held Video Conference on Prevention and Control of COVID-19 with the Eurasian 
and South Asia Region. Senior Indian officials and scientists from MOHFW and MEA 
discussed the efforts in combating the epidemic with the Chinese counterparts on  
March 20, 2020.

4.	 The first batch of medical supplies donated to the Indian Red Cross Society by Chinese 
charity organizations Jack Ma Foundation and Alibaba Foundation arrived in New Delhi on 
March 28, 2020.

5.	 SANY Heavy Industry India Pvt. Ltd. donated 600,000 single-use medical masks to 
Government of Maharashtra on May 14, 2020.
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Discovering the 

Taste of India
My life as a working journalist in India started on 

August 22, 2010. Before I came to India, I did not 
have an optimistic expectation of life here. After 

living here for a while, I felt that the living conditions, 
though not very difficult, were indeed compromised. 
Since I came with a realistic expectation, I was not very 
disappointed when I started my life in New Delhi. 

Wang Jianbing
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Navigating through Indian 
culture, food, and language, 
especially when it has a 
meaning in a specific cultural 
context, can be challenging for 
a foreign working professional 
in India. But with an open mind 
and eagerness to know may 
help one find a different side of 
India, which is full of surprises, 
like when he discovered the 
rich taste of Chana Dal, writes 
Wang Jianbing.

Curries Looked Same
I grew up in a family in Southern China, where 
people are particular about eating. To be considered 
appetizing, any dish has to have good taste, smell, 
and look. When I first came to India, food had 
become my main concern. Though Chinese food also 
emphasizes the appearance of a dish, Indians seem 
to only care about its taste and smell, but not how 
it looks. Indeed, to me, a lot of Indian dishes looked 
the same: chicken curry, lamb curry, and all kinds of 
curries, even the Chinese food made by Indian chefs 
looked similar to Indian food. 

For someone who grew up eating Chinese food all 
his life, how could he find Indian food appetizing? 
I haven’t eaten Indian food for more than 20 times 
in the first seven years in India. As long as I had 
an alternative to Indian food, I would go for that. 
During business trips, McDonalds and Kentucky 
Fried Chicken became my favorite go-to food, even 
though I have never preferred fast food back home 
in China. 

After finishing my term in India, I went back to 
China. However, in 2019, I again went back to work 
as a journalist. Maybe because I got to see different 

I started to appreciate 
Indian food the more I 
tasted it with an open 
mind; indeed, Indians 
are masters of using 
different spices that 
give their curry a rich 
flavour.
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cultures, or because I started to have a more 
peaceful mindset after growing older, I no longer 
have an earlier resistance to Indian food that much. 

I started to appreciate Indian food the more I 
tasted it with an open mind; indeed, Indians are 
masters of using different spices that give their 
curry a rich flavour. 

For instance, Chana Dal is one of my favorites. It 
is made from split chickpea, spiced up by masala, 
and peppers from southern India. I love to eat it 
with Indian Naan or roti. I learned the recipe from 
my Indian friends and started making it for my 
Chinese friends, and it was well-received among 
them. 

How did I become a lover of Indian food, 
from someone who was once repelled by it so 
much? I think the mindset is the key to this 
transformation. When I started eating Indian food, 
I applied the Chinese standards to judge the menu. 
Undoubtedly, it wouldn’t fit our standard. Due to 
my rejection of Indian food, I missed opportunities 
to appreciate the rich flavours hidden under the 
seemingly unappealing gravy in my first seven 
years living in India. 

But Indian food remains true to itself, no matter 
if you like it or not. Similar to food, if you apply 
set standards from your culture to judge Indian 
culture, you will find many of them not fitting 
in with those standards. I found that this kind of 
closed mindset is prevalent among my Chinese 
friends living in India. Many of them judged 
Indian food from its looks. Indeed, their rejection 
of Indian food partially stems from their 
unwillingness to accept Indian culture. If we 
hold an open mind towards Indian food and 
judge it on its own merits, then we will be 
able to appreciate it much more.

Since Chinese people apply their cultural 
norms in India, they find the Indian way of life, 
similar to food, unacceptable, or even difficult to 

comprehend. A lot of misunderstandings between 
people from the two countries can be attributed to 
cultural differences. The more we are willing to 
know people from a different culture, the more we 
will be able to accept their way of living. The grudge 
we hold against India stems from the foreignness 
of the Indian culture. For example, most Chinese 
are not religiously affiliated and face language 
barriers in India. To them, understanding Indian 
culture is like navigating in the dark.

The Endless ‘Five Minute’ 
Also, for instance, my Chinese friends in India love 
to crack jokes about Indians. 

To Indians, “five minutes” most likely mean 
half an hour or even hours of waiting. “Tomorrow” 
probably means “forever.” However, when you 
start to understand the cultural connotations 
behind “five minutes,” you wouldn’t complain 
about Indians’ sense of time! 

Indians use the phrase “five minutes” with an 
understanding that it will take longer than half an 
hour; therefore, they won’t feel being cheated upon 
when they have to wait longer. When my Chinese 
friends finally understood the real meaning behind 
“five minutes,” they could all make a humorous 
story about it. Indeed, there are many such special 
phrases in the 
Chinese language 
that could only 
be understood 
c o r r e c t l y 
in the 
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appropriate cultural context, and foreigners in China 
must have also experienced some confusion just like 
we did in India. 

Some Chinese love India from the depth of their 
hearts, whereas some don’t. People’s attitude towards 
India is decided by how much they know about the 
Indian culture and how much they are willing to 
accept a lifestyle that looks hugely different from 
their own. If there is someone who comes to tell you 
a story about India, that account could become your 
beginning of the understanding of this mysterious, yet 
beautiful country. Keep an open mind, give yourself a 
chance to know India, make friends, and maybe you 
will be surprised to find a different side of India, just 
like I did when I discovered the taste of Chana Dal.

(Wang Jianbing is a journalist from China Central 
Television (CCTV), based in New Delhi.) 

Some Chinese love India from the deepest of their 
hearts, whereas some don’t. People’s attitude towards 
India is decided by how much they know about Indian 
culture and how much they are willing to accept a 
lifestyle that looks hugely different from their own. 
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From Buddha to Aamir Khan, and from Xuanzang to Jackie 
Chan, people-to-people interaction across the Himalayas, 
between India and China has been largely continuous, interrupted 

only briefly by episodic events. 

Ancient trans-Himalayan trade routes, which linked India and China, 
followed by the rise in seaborne trade, provided the geographic backdrop 
of people-to-people contacts not only between India and China, but also 
between India, Central Asia, and Europe along the ancient Silk Road. 

Tracing Silk Road 
The Silk Road had started from Xi’an in China, and from there, it passed 
through the 1000-kilometer-long Hexi corridor, known for its string of oases, 

Promise of  
a Cultural 
Renaissance

Atul Aneja
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People-to-people connections between 
China and India date back to ancient 
times when the trans-Himalayan trade 
routes spurred cultural synergies and 
redefined their shared destiny. These 
interactions are rooted in diverse aspects 
of life, from Buddhism, arts, humanities 
and literature to modern-day Bollywood 
films, writes Atul Aneja. 

including Dunhuang. In the heart of the Gobi desert, the barren cliffs 
in Dunhuang, host the magnificent Mogao caves, housing exquisite 

Buddhist grottoes — an emblem of the deep Buddhist spiritual connection 
between China and India, enabled by the Silk Road. 

Northwest of Dunhuang, the Silk Road made its way to the famous Jade 
Gate, on the edge of Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. From there, 
it bifurcated along two lines. Both the trails eventually re-converged at 
Kashgar — another equally important junction along the Silk Road.

Out of the two, the northern route, after passing through the Gobi 
desert, headed to Hami. Then gripping the northern rim of the treacherous 
Taklamakan desert, the “road” passed through a string of oasis towns—
Turfan, Karashahr, Kucha, and Aksu. These settlements are all on the 
foothills of the “celestial” Tien Shan mountains, on the way to Kashgar.

News from china | China-India review | Special edition | 85



It is, however, the back-and-forth among people and goods along 
a branch of the southern route, which proved critical in channeling a 
masterly artistic fusion that is evident at Dunhuang’s magnificent Mogao 
caves.

Along the southern route, which passes through the other oasis 
settlements of Miran, Endere, Niya, Keriya, and Khotan, Yarkand in 
Xinjiang has long been recognised for its key role in the permeation of 
Buddhist influence from India.

Buddha Connect 
From Yarkand, a major artery headed through the lofty Karakoram 
pass, leading to vibrant markets of Leh and Srinagar. The passage finally 
descended through the plains towards India’s western coast.

While the mercantile class prospered, notwithstanding harassment 
by brigands and obstacles posed by frequent natural hazards, it was the 
monks, scholars, and travelers frequenting the Silk Road, who brought 
the essential message of Buddha to China.

In terms of art, it was the Graeco-Buddhist Gandhara School, known 
for depicting Buddha in human form, that finally reached China, heavily 
influencing the emergence of what became known as Serendian art, 
embodying a powerful Chinese artistic tradition as well.

Among the innumerable individuals who co-linked India and 
China with Buddhism through the Silk Road network, three names—
Kumarajiva, Faxian, and Xuanzang, particularly stand out. 

Kumarajiva, who was born in the fourth century in Kucha, was a 
pioneer in introducing Buddhist theology into China. He is best known 
for his ceaseless translations of Buddhist texts from Sanskrit. Not only 
did he translate important texts into Chinese, but he also played an 

important role in clarifying 
Buddhist philosophical concepts 
and terminology.  Kumarajiva 
revolutionised Chinese Buddhism, 
by using Taoist and Confucian 
terms in his translations, thus 
seeding Buddha’s message at the 
popular level.  

With Buddhism taking firm 
roots in China and heightening 
spiritual curiosity, Faxian—a 
Buddhist monk, born in 399 AD 
undertook journeys on foot to 
India, Central Asia, and Southeast 
Asia to acquire new Buddhist texts. 
His journeys and contributions 
have been the substance of his 
travelogue: A Record of Buddhistic 
Kingdoms: Being an Account by the 
Chinese Monk Fa-Xian of Travels 
in India and Ceylon in Search of the 
Buddhist Books of Discipline.  

In the heart of the Gobi 
desert, the barren 
cliffs in Dunhuang, 
host the magnificent 
Mogao caves, housing 
exquisite Buddhist 
grottoes – an emblem 
of the deep Buddhist 
spiritual connection 
between China and 
India, enabled by the 
Silk Road.

Chinese President Xi Jinping looks on as Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi receives a golden Buddha statue from an abbot of the Dacien Buddhist 
Temple in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, China on May 14, 2015.
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Xuanzang, who emerged center stage in the 
seventh century, built on Faxian’s tradition of 
spiritual travel, the acquirer of Buddhist texts 
and translator, all rolled into one. For seventeen 
years, Xuanzang traveled in what is today India, 
Pakistan, Nepal, and Bangladesh to satisfy his 
spiritual hunger. His journey to Nalanda in India 
provided the ammunition for the famous Chinese 
classic — Great Tang Records on the Western Regions. 

That, in turn, triggered the writing, nine 
centuries after Xuanzang’s death of the great 
novel written by Wu Cheng’en — Journey to the 
West, highlighting the continuous renewal of 
Buddhism across centuries in China. 

While Buddhism and commercial relations 
routed through the Silk Road stand out at the 
foundation of the India-China cultural connect, 
several layers in different epochs of history have 
been enriching the India-China people-to-people 
connection. 

Tagore’s Legacy 
Both the “civilization states,” India and China 
rediscovered each other in the modern erathrough 
their rapidly evolving politic)al and cultural 
response to colonial domination. Here Indian 
Noble Laureate Rabindranath Tagore stands 
out in making an important contribution in 
reconnecting the two countries, aspiring to recover 
their civilizational identity, largely liberated from 
the western political and “superior” intellectual 
discourse.

By the time Tagore made his first visit to China 
in 1924, the halo of a Nobel Prize had already 
turned him into a star guest. But, perhaps, 
more importantly, his rousing reception can 
be attributed to the Chinese intelligentsia’s 

familiarity with his writings, and his message of 
pan-Asian identity and solidarity. Chen Duxiu, 
one of the founding members of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), had already translated 
Tagore’s Gitanjali into Chinese in 1915, far ahead 
of Tagore’s arrival. 

Tagore’s poem, The Crescent Moon, had also 
been translated and published in Chinese journals, 
as was the highly popular short story, Kabuliwala. 
Tagore’s idea of “Asian universalism” and the 
coming together of two civilizations have recently 
echoed powerfully during the two informal 
summits, in Wuhan and Chennai between Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. 

Tagore’s legacy of bringing modern India and 
China together is unparalleled because of his 
role as an institution builder. Tagore established 
an international university, Visva-Bharati, in 
Santiniketan in the state of West Bengal.  The 
formation of the first Sino-Indian Cultural Society 
and Cheena Bhavana there seeded Chinese 
studies in India. Santiniketan has produced 
many seminal scholars, including Tan Yun-shan, 
greatly influencing India’s understanding of the 
Chinese civilisation and its aspirational path to 
non-western modernity.  

While the mercantile class 
prospered, notwithstanding 
harassment by brigands and 
obstacles posed frequent 
natural hazards, it was the 
monks, scholars, and travelers 
frequenting the Silk Road, who 
brought the essential message 
of Buddha to China.

Tagore’s idea of “Asian universalism” 
and the coming together of two 
civilizations have recently echoed 
powerfully during the two informal 
summits, in Wuhan and Chennai 
between Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping.

Iconic Indian poet and Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore with Tan 
Yun-Shan, a Chinese scholar and founder of Santiniketan’s Cheena 
Bhavana, the oldest centre of Chinese studies in South Asia. 
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Bollywood Bonding 
Since the 1950s,  cinema has played a powerful role 
in cementing  people-to-people  ties  between the two 
giant neighbours. Raj Kapoor’s 1951 classic Awara, 
with its socialistic subtext and infectious humour 
resonated extremely well with Chinese audiences, 
who had emerged out of a socialist revolution  
in 1949.

Bollywood has continued to bridge the two 
cultures, especially the offerings by Indian 
filmmaker Aamir Khan, whose recent movies have 
been runaway hits at the Chinese box office. Secret 

Superstar, one of Khan’s recent films released in 
China, forked more than $30 million in the first four 
days of its release – double than Dangal (Wrestling), 
which had also struck a strong emotional chord 
with Chinese audiences. 

The internet is also winning the hearts and 
minds of a new generation of Indian and Chinese 
millennials. India’s Eros Now, the video streaming 
platform of Eros International, has signed a content 
licensing agreement with iQiyi, a Beijing based 
online video platform. The contract will allow 
Bollywood content to be streamed on computer 
and smartphone screens, leading to an exponential 
rise of viewership of Bollywood films in China. 

TikTok, a short video-sharing and social 
networking platform from the stable of Beijing-
based ByteDance is also a raging hit among 
Chinese and Indian netizens, including those 
residing in tier 2 and 3 cities. TikTok’s success 
underscores that the digital age has unveiled the 
possibility of a surge in people-to-people ties, 
opening up the scope for a cyber and people-led 
cultural renaissance, provided digital influencers 
on both sides play a responsible and constructive 
role of sifting facts from fiction, prejudice, and fake 
news.

(Atul Aneja is Strategic Affairs Editor of The Hindu, 
one of India’s leading newspapers.)

Chinese actor Jackie Chan during a stage show with 
Bollywood actors in Mumbai.

Bollywood actor Aamir Khan takes selfies with fans at a promotional event of his film Thugs of Hindostan in Xi’an, 
Shaanxi province in  December, 2018.
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Students from around 10 countries, including 
the United States, Australia, the Netherlands, 
Germany, Spain, China, and Thailand, 

sat around the statue of a dancing Shiva and 
obtained the certification and blessing from the 
instructor after the one-month Yoga training tour 
to Darjeeling on the foothills of the Himalayas. 
The Kanchenjunga Snow Mountain and the blue 
sky reflect our straight and elegant posture, bright 
eyes, and a confident smile. It gave me more 
confidence to share the story and feelings of this 
experience with more people. The final decision of 
joining Darjeeling Yoga Training Center, instead of 
the Yoga sanctuary Rishikesh, was both inevitable 
and accidental. The inevitable part is that during 
my three years living in India, I was repeatedly 
asked by the “Senior Indian Chinese” who has 

lived in India for many years and suggested, “You 
must learn to practice Yoga in India”.

Besides, I also want to compare overseas 
characteristics of Indian Yoga and Chinese 
calligraphy through professional training, and 
rehabilitation of my traumatized lumbar vertebrae. 
The occasional reason lies in the accidental 
invitation from my wife’s colleague who works at 
O.P. Jindal Global University and also planned for 
Yoga training at Himalayan Yoga Bliss. Although 
I had searched many Yoga training institutions in 
Rishikesh, Bihar, Mumbai, and other cities, almost 
without any hesitation, I decided the training 
plan. Even the colleague, eventually, failed to join 
the program due to his mother’s illness, I did not 
change the itinerary.

Yoga is the core 
of Indian cultural 
diplomacy, and 
together with 
Bollywood films, 
ayurvedic medicine, 
and software 
manufacturing, India 
plays an important role 
on the world stage, 
writes Chang Weipu, a 
Chinese calligrapher 
enthusiast, who took 
part in a Yoga training 
class in Darjeeling, 
West Bengal. He says 
he wants to experience 
and observe the 
inspiration of Yoga in 
Chinese calligraphy.

In the Lap of Nature
Yoga

Chang Weipu
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Yoga in the Himalayas 
The landscape gradually transforms from criss-crossing rivers into 
lush vegetation when the Flight 6E-5263 hovering near the southern 
Himalayas and the Bagdogra airport seems to be set in a shade of 
green carpet. When I walked out of the hatch, I felt the refreshing air 
for breathing. Thanks to the convenience of e-mail and WhatsApp 
(equivalent to the Indian version of WeChat), after saying hello 
to Venessa (from Australia), Telitha (Germany), and Thophik 
(Netherlands), we rushed to the off-road vehicle, continued chatting 
and enjoyed the airy fragrance and green view of the mountains. 
After a three-hour drive, it was already twilight when we reached the 
Yoga center.

Located on the west slope of Darjeeling, West Bengal, the training 
center is a three-story building with a limit area and simple facilities. 
Due to the flexible year-round courses of 200 hours, and 300 hours, in 
different months, offering Yoga and meditation certification from the 

For most Yoga 
practitioners, 
it is not just a 
fitness system 
but a complete 
culture and way 
of life.
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rookie-level learners to senior Yogis. When you graduate, you will be recognized as a member 
of the Yoga Alliance membership certificate worldwide. The training schedule is relatively 
compact: Classes and training time from 5:30 am to 6 pm Monday to Friday. On weekends, one 
can practice the Walking Meditation to visit the surrounding temples or watch a Yoga training 
video or exchange Yoga training experience. Students came from more than a dozen countries 
have different cultural and professional backgrounds: models, actress, surfers, photographers, 
artists, writers, and university students. Meal and tea break is the most relaxing time for everyone. 
It’s also interesting to know and talk to each other. My classmates expressed a keen interest in 
the Chinese cultural elements contained in the calligraphy works after they heard that I am a 
Chinese calligraphy enthusiast.   

Student-Teacher Tradition 
According to Patanjali, the ancestor of Indian Yoga, Yoga Sutras restrains the mind from taking 
various forms. At that time, the seer rests in his state. Thus, the guiding relationship is most 
important between the Yoga instructor and the student. I am impressed with the moments, which 
were modest but meaningful. Although there were many processes, it was not dull. For example, 
at the opening ceremony, a senior highly respectable person in the local area performed a fire 

festival in front of the statue of the god Shiva. The fire 
will grow until the end of the training. At the ceremony 
of issuing certificates, each person closed their eyes, and 
slowly, they whispered in the ear and sent a sincere 
blessing.

Although the chorus, meditation, asanas, Yoga 
philosophy, teaching skills, and other curriculum 
specifications are interspersed, they present reasonable 
difficulty. However, both the beginners and the senior 
yogis can benefit from the class. As the participants come 
from across the world, the training paid more attention 
to create a friendly atmosphere of mutual respect for 
different cultures and living habits. For example, some 
students were strictly vegetarian, never touched milk and 
eggs. So everyone consciously cares about it (Not only in 
the center’s restaurant but also in any restaurant where 
they went out together.) Although Yoga food is simple, it 
did not hinder us from sitting on the floor and enjoying 
the pleasure of music and dance. 

In the middle of the training, the Gurkha agitation 
broke out in Darjeeling. It caused food shortages, internet 
disruptions, curfews, and military deployment, which 
made the atmosphere tense. The news made parents 
feel anxious, and the school repeatedly reminded us not 
to go to downtown. For the difficulties encountered in 
training, teachers tried their best to help and care. At 
the same time, I agree with the center’s Yoga training 
philosophy: all exercises are centered on physical comfort 
and no harmful asanas. Thanks to these rules, although 
the training is hard, there was no physical injury or 
unbearable situation, and many high-level asanas had 
been ridiculously completed even considered impossible. 
My weight dropped more than five kilograms, and it was 
not a tough task to complete 108 sets of sun-salutations in 
limited time.

The success of “Yoga 
Diplomacy” and the 
international “Yoga 
Tide” has caused 
domestic experts and 
cultural scholars 
to think more about 
the international 
spread of Chinese 
calligraphy.
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Yoga Diplomacy and Chinese 
Calligraphy
India is considered a big country with cultural 
soft power, and Yoga is the core of Indian cultural 
diplomacy. It plays a pivotal role in the world’s 
cultural arena, together with Bollywood film, 
Ayurvedic medicine, and software manufacturing. 
According to statistics in recent years, many 
countries and regions around the world have 
promoted Yoga. 

For most Yoga practitioners, it is not just a 
fitness system but a complete culture and way of 
life. 

At the 4th International Yoga Festival, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi stated that Yoga became 
a force to promote world integration. For this 
reason, the Modi government has always spared 
no effort in promoting Yoga internationally.

The success of “Yoga Diplomacy” and the 
international “Yoga Tide” has caused domestic 
experts and cultural scholars to think more about 
the international spread of Chinese calligraphy. 

One of my purposes of participating in 
this training is to experience and observe the 
inspiration of Indian Yoga in Chinese calligraphy. 
According to my observation, the number of Yoga 
practitioners and their international influence 
increased rapidly. The reasons included the 
macroscopic aspects of India’s political attention, 
economic tilt, diplomatic promotion and cultural 
enhancement, and also the obvious effect of 
improvement of the physical and mental condition 
of the practitioners and high interoperability of 
training language.

In Yoga class, we can also find some useful 
details in promoting international Chinese 
calligraphy communication. A relatively complete 
system has been set upon access, certification, and 
screening systems for Yoga teachers, especially for 
Gurus. Both native organizations such as the Indian 
Yoga Association and international organizations 
like Yoga Alliance (USA) have played a huge role 
in international training, research, and promotion 
of Yoga. Founded in 1982, the American Yoga 
Alliance is the world’s leading Yoga training 
institution. The Alliance convened the nation’s 
and even the world’s leading Yoga professionals to 
conduct an internationally certified Yoga teacher 
training standards by unified discussion and 
research on the training systems of various genres.

The certificate issued by the association has been 
recognized and widely adopted by the international 
Yoga community and become an international 

passport for Yoga teaching. The Registered Yoga 
Teacher (RYT) with this certificate can gain the trust 
and favor of Yoga institutions around the world. 
Due to the quality and effectiveness of training, 
more and more people became Yoga practicer 
and teachers. Also, the training language system 
is conversed orderly. In the process of spreading 
to the West, Yoga training has formed a normative 
course and a mature language model: English or 

India is considered a big country 
with cultural soft power, and 
Yoga is the core of Indian cultural 
diplomacy. It plays a pivotal role 
in the world’s cultural arena, 
together with Bollywood film, 
Ayurvedic medicine, and software 
manufacturing. According to 
statistics in recent years, many 
countries and regions around the 
world have promoted Yoga. 
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target language is used as teaching language; core 
terminology is retained in Hindi or Sanskrit as much 
as possible to avoid misunderstanding caused by 
the improper translation. In Assana class, Yoga 
teacher demonstrate standard actions. It is adviced 
to practice according to their different conditions 
and status but without forcing. Although there 
have been cases of short-term adjustments in the 
classroom caused by self-over-pressurized, it was 
generally reflected that the classroom was relaxed 
and the atmosphere was pleasant. 

Compared with the similar training that the 
author participated in China, I rarely felt this 
relaxed atmosphere and agile rhythm. 

Confucius said, “They who know the truth are not 
equal to those who love it, and they who love it are 
not equal to those who delight in it.” The ancient 
Chinese saying is also applicable to the Indian 
Yoga learning process. Good training results and 
outcomes also confirm that “interest is the best 
teacher”. In the training, the teacher always pays 
attention to guiding the students to familiarize 
themselves, understanding and love Yoga from 
their interests, hobbies, and specialties. The teacher 
guides students to practice Yoga in their way.

As a traditional culture with long history and 
rich connotation, both Chinese calligraphy and 
Indian Yoga are facing challenges and opportunities 
brought about by new situations, ideas, and 
technologies. 

Only by constantly accepting, extracting 
and merging new elements, and exchanging 
information and energy with external things, can 
we update, reinvent and revitalize. Cultural soft 
power becomes an important factor in expanding 
China’s international influence and changing the 
world. In the process of gradually moving to the 
center of the world stage, we need to enhance 
soft power, expand world friendship circle, 
improve the influence of Chinese culture to stand 
in the forest of world culture by learning the 
strengths and experiences from other countries, 
exploring the intrinsic value of Chinese traditional 
cultures such as calligraphy, martial arts, and 
medicine, accelerating the standardization and 
internationalization of cultural elements, and 
build a Chinese cultural flagship that can sail 
to the blue ocean, enhance the interconnection, 
intercommunication and mutual understanding 
of the world culture.

(This article is taken from Fond Memories on the 
Campus published in 2019. Chang Weipu is cultural 
consultant for the Centre for India-China Studies.)

As a traditional culture 
with long history and rich 
connotation, both of Chinese 
calligraphy and Indian Yoga 
are facing challenges and 
opportunities brought about 
by new situations, ideas, and 
technologies.
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During his first official visit to India from September 17-19, 2014, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping said, “Both China and India are influential countries 
in the world. When our two nations speak with one voice, the whole world 

will listen.”  Surely, President Xi’s visionary speech reflected the spirit of people- 
to-people contacts and cultural exchanges between our two great civilizations, 
India and China, which had traditionally lived in peace, pursuing the traffic of 

Charting 
a Future 
Together

China and India have 
maintained good relations 
and helped each other 
through thick and thin. The 
China-India friendship can be 
strengthened further if there 
are more exchanges among 
the ordinary people, and not 
just limited to the political 
and social elite, writes Rabi 
Sankar Bosu. The people 
of these two great nations 
want to hear the story of 
their friendship rather than 
hawkish rhetoric, he says. 

Rabi Sankar Bosu

India’s celebrity actor Aamir Khan with fans in China.
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ideas and commerce in a win-win partnership. It is 
heartening to see that in recent years there has been 
a heightened focus on the betterment of our bilateral 
relations promoting people-to-people exchanges 
and cultural interactions as the two countries now 
engage in celebrating the 70th anniversary of the 
India-China diplomatic ties while designating 
this year as the “China-India Year of Cultural and 
People-to-People Exchanges”.

P2P Exchanges
Since India and China established diplomatic 
relations on April 1, 1950, the two neighbors have 
respected and supported each other, setting an 
example of equality, friendship, and mutually 
beneficial cooperation between them following 
The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, known 
as the Panchsheel Treaty, signed in 1954. But long 
before the official diplomatic engagement between 
the two countries, the two peoples residing on 
either side of the Himalayas have been engaged in 
“2,000 years of unbroken interaction”, empowering 
love and friendship for centuries.

Since historical times, people from all walks 
of life of the two countries have been playing an 
important role in the development of Sino-Indian 
ties. More than 1,600 years ago, two famous 
Chinese monks, Faxian and Xuanzang, visited India 
through the Silk Road in their quest for Buddhist 
teachings, and the Indian monk Bodhidharma 
went to China to preach and establish the Chan 
Buddhism sect. China had Confucius in ancient 
times and Tao Xingzhi in modern times while 
India had Siddhartha Gautama in ancient times 
and Rabindranath Tagore in modern times.

Nobel laureate Tagore, who visited China 
thrice with the message of love and brotherhood, 
always wanted that the “two sister countries” 
should promote closer, stronger cultural ties and 
more people-to-people exchanges. During the War 
of Resistance against Japan (1931-1945), the Indian 
National Congress party sent a medical team to 
China and Dr Dwarkanath Kotnis devoted his life 
to the liberation cause of the Chinese people. The 
values held by the scholars and statesmen of both 
nations have enlightened our relations over the 
years. There is no doubt that the two sides should 
emphasize more on cultural exchanges to create a 
real bond between our two countries.

The relationship between the two neighbouring 
countries can never be excellent if there is a lack of 
political will on either or both sides. It is refreshing 
and energizing to see that our bilateral ties are at 
historical best in present times under the strategic 
guidance of the leadership of our two countries. 
It is now rightly said that a new ‘golden era’ has 
started with the Xi Jinping-Narendra Modi meeting 
at the first informal summit in Wuhan in central 
Hubei province on April 27-28, 2018. During these 
meetings, the two leaders pitched for culture 
and people-to-people exchanges in our bilateral 
relationship. But the most important outcome from 

The most important outcome 
from these meetings is that a new 
mechanism “China-India high-level 
people-to-people exchanges” has 
been set up, which signaled that 
the world’s two most populous 
countries would make greater 
efforts in enhancing cultural and 
people-to-people exchanges to 
rejuvenate the “Asian Century”.

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi with 
India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar.
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these meetings is the setting up of the China-India 
High-Level Mechanism on Cultural and People-to-
People Exchanges, which signaled that the world’s 
two most populous countries would make greater 
efforts in enhancing cultural and people-to-people 
exchanges to rejuvenate the “Asian Century”. 

On the other hand, during the second informal 
meeting in the southern Indian city of Chennai on 
October 11-12 last year, the two leaders agreed 
to use the 70th anniversary of diplomatic ties as 
an opportunity to move forward their bilateral 
relations, placing the people-to-people exchanges 
in the larger perspective. Surely, it is a vibrant 
example of the strong ties between our two 
nations. But, at the same time, it can be said that the 
common peoples’ participation in such type of a 
high-level people-to-people exchange mechanism 
is quite limited. As such, we can hope that the 
events of people and cultural exchanges, media, 
academia, and music and dance will give the 
people on the grassroots-level more opportunity 
to learn about each other’s needs in tune with the 
realities of the 21st century.

A True Friend 
Despite some trouble spots in Sino-Indian relations, 
China has extended support to India in its needs 
as a true neighborhood friend. It was heartening 
to see that the Chinese satellite provided satellite 

data to India to help combat floods in Bihar and 
Assam last year. Undoubtedly, providing satellite 
data or making donations to Indian educational 
institutions or granting hundreds of scholarships 
to Indian students is a true friendly gesture from 
the Chinese people to their Indian counterparts. 

 India, which is still grappling with 
extreme poverty, can learn important 
lessons from China’s historic 
achievements in shaking off poverty 
over the past decades. Also, it’s 
worth noting that after the COVID-19 
outbreak, the Chinese government 
has taken good care of the Indian 
students studying in universities and 
colleges in China like its people while 
facilitating their safe return from the 
worst affected Hubei Province. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang with Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 
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More encouragingly, in recent years, China has 
drawn an increasing number of Indian students, 
making it the fastest-growing destination for Indian 
students for further studies. In present times, many 
Chinese companies have been making important 
contributions to India’s social development, 
creating 200,000 local jobs.

China has written a new chapter in humanity’s 
fight against poverty, journeying to achieve its first 
centenary goal concerning poverty alleviation, and 
is now sharing its experiences and wisdom gained 
with the world. India, which is still grappling 
with extreme poverty, can learn important lessons 
from China’s historic achievements in shaking 
off poverty over the past decades. Also, it’s 
worth noting that after the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the Chinese government has taken good care of 
the Indian students studying in universities and 
colleges in China like its people while facilitating 
their safe return from the worst affected Hubei 
Province. Since India is now in the grip of the novel 
coronavirus infection, it can learn from China’s 
effective disease prevention and control measures 
in containing the virus.

Cultural Relations
Chinese culture, festivals and films are aimed 
at strengthening friendships between nations 
and enhancing cultural communication. While 
delivering a speech at Peking University on May 
4, 2015, President Xi pointed out: “We the Chinese 
have our own unique spiritual world.” Surely, this 
“unique spiritual world” of Chinese culture has 
tied other countries with a message of friendship. 
In the context of Sino-Indian relations, screenings of 
films in each other’s country have helped showcase 
their respective cultures while promoting people-
to-people contact and mutual understanding. 

In recent years, Bollywood films like Dangal, 
Secret Superstar, Bajrangi Bhaijaan, Bahubali 2, Hindi 
Medium, and Hichki have been hit movies in China. 
However, Chinese movies are not regularly shown 
in Indian theaters. The two countries might have 
different cultures and religions or separated by 
borders and topography, but one thing that has the 
power to bind us all is the cinema. Unfortunately, 
only a few Chinese films have been released in 
India. Ordinary Indian people would like to see 
more Chinese films screened in India, which could 
help us get to know the culture and life of our 
neighboring country. Cultural celebration such as 
film festivals will make Indian people know more 
about the diversified and rich culture of China, 
further increasing people-to-people contacts 
between the two countries. 

Way Forward
A Chinese proverb says, “When brothers are 
united, their sharpness can break metal.” There 
is no denying that a more solid Sino-Indian 
friendship is beneficial for the people of our two 
great neighboring nations and the entire world. It 
is expected that the leadership of our two countries 
should explore new avenues and channels for the 
common people on both sides for a renewed spring 
in our ties in the new era. Truly, the common people 
want to hear a trust-based cordial story of India and 
China, rather than some hawkish rhetoric. The two 
governments should give a chance to the general 
public of the two countries (not only the political 
representatives or selected high-profile persons) 
for more visits and access to each other’s cultural 
resources to deepen mutual understanding and 
cultivate friendly feelings. These are the general 
expectations of the people from the leadership of 
our two countries.

Rabi Sankar Bosu is an enthusiastic reader of China-
India Review and writes regularly for Chinese media 
outlets on China-India relations. 

Bollywood star Rani Mukerji with a Chinese fan during a 
film promotional tour to Beijing.
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China-India relations can best be understood 
from a philosophical perspective. While the 
Chinese philosophy builds on the ethical 

values, the Indian philosophy is deeply spiritual. 
The Chinese concept of duty is expressed in the 
form of a “work ethic,” which is similar to that of 
India, but with a spiritual side. Thus, the moral 
teachings of both China and India are the same.

Shared Cultural Heritage
After India’s independence, both countries began 
cultural exchanges. Indian and Chinese scholars 
and artists visited each other’s country to promote 
understanding of their cultures. Among the 
prominent Indian scholars who visited China 
were Rabindranath Tagore, Sitaranjan Sen, K. 

Remembering Xu Fancheng:  
A Cultural Bridge  
China-India relations are rooted deep in their glorious civilizational past, 
encompassing generations of exchanges through arts, culture, and 
philosophy, writes Bikash Kali Das. Chinese and Indian scholars such 
as Xu Fancheng and Rabindranath Tagore have played a pivotal role in 
building the “cultural bridge” between the peoples, says Das.

Bikash Kali Das

 Chinese scholar Xu Fancheng translated Indian classics such as the Upanishads and the Bhagavad Gita into Chinese. 
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Venkataramanan, V.V. Paranjape, Y.K. Shukla, and Nihar Ranjan 
Choudhury. Eminent Chinese scholars who visited India included Wu 
Xiaoling, Xu Beihong, Xu Fancheng, You Yunshan, and Chang Xiufeng. 

During the 1950s, the Cheena Bhavan and the Mahabodhi Society 
played an important role in cultural and scholarly exchanges between 
India and China. It is considered the golden period in their relations. 

Over the past 70 years, such interactions firmly cemented people-
to-people bonds. For instance, Chinese scholar and artist Xu Fancheng 
lived in India for 33 years and contributed in introducing Indian 
philosophy in China. Xu, a renowned scholar, hailed from Changsha 
and visited India as part of a cultural exchange program organized by 
the Viswabharati Santiniketan in 1945. He lived in India from 1945 to 
1978, but spent most of his time in Pondicherry (1951-1978).

Xu Fancheng’s Legacy 
Xu could translate Sanskrit texts into Chinese. His major works 
include the translations of The Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads, Kalidasa’s 
Meghdhootam and Sri Aurobindo’s writings. He also translated many 
Indian scholarly books and Chinese paintings. Xu played a significant 
role in connecting India and China through culture and arts. Many 
contemporary scholars such as Prof. Huang Xin Chuang, Prof. Huang 
Xiannian, Prof. Priyadarshi Mukherji, and Prof. Nirmala Sharma regard 
him as the cultural bridge between India and China. 

Vice Foreign Minister and former Ambassador to India Luo Zhaohui 
was a student of Xu Fancheng. For celebrating Xu’s contribution to 
promoting people-to-people contacts, a symposium was inaugurated 
by Mr Luo  in Pondicherry in March 2018. Based on the event, a book 
was published by the Cultural Department of the Chinese Embassy in 
the same year. India’s External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and her 
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi had launched the collection titled Essays 

Xu Fancheng 
could translate 
Sanskrit texts into 
Chinese. His major 
works include 
the translations 
of The Bhagavad 
Gita, Upanishads, 
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Chinese scholar Xu Fancheng bows before The Mother, who founded the Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram and established Auroville as a universal town.
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in Memory of Professor Xu Fancheng during the First 
Meeting of China-India High-Level Mechanism on 
Cultural and People-to-People Exchanges, held in 
December 2018. 

Pondicherry Connection
The India-China Friendship Association was 
formed in Pondicherry under the guidance of 
Chinese Cultural Counselor Zhang Jianxin to 
promote people-to-people relations between India 
and China in 2018. On January 4, 2020, Prof. Tansen 
Sen, Prof. Wang Yizhu, and other scholars visited 
Pondicherry upon the request of the Association 
and studied the paintings of Xu Fancheng. Prof 
Sen observed that Xu’s paintings had “an artistic 
interaction” with those of Chang Xiufeng, who 
also went to Santiniketan in 1947 to train under 
famed Indian artist Nandalal Bose and lived in 
India for 14 years. It is possible that Xu and Chang 
met each other and shared their knowledge during 
their stay at Santiniketan. 

While in Pondicherry, Xu worked 
for the Auroville project, which 
he mentioned in an article 
in Singapore daily Nan Yang 
Siang Pau, and invited Chinese 
scholars and artists to join it. Xu 
had handwritten the Auroville 
Charter in Chinese.

While in Pondicherry, Xu worked for the 
Auroville project, which he mentioned in an 
article in Singapore daily Nan Yang Siang Pau, and 
invited Chinese scholars and artists to join it. Xu 
had handwritten the Auroville Charter in Chinese. 
Furthermore, over 300 paintings of Xu Fancheng 
still are preserved at Sri Aurobindo Ashram Studio 
in Pondicherry, while some of his works were also 
distributed among the residents for remembrance. 
Xu was well-known in Pondicherry, where he 
taught Chinese paintings to some students. He 
returned to China in 1978 and joined the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, as a faculty 
member. 

Xu’s collected works were published in 
16 volumes by the Shanghai Joint Publishing 
Company in 2006. His translation of the 
Upanishads, which discusses the four Vedas, has 
been reprinted twice in China. He also introduced 
the works of Sri Aurobindo to China. 

Xu’s translation of the Bhagavad Gita into 
Chinese is the most accurate and is kept at the 
Shanghai Museum. Xu is among the renowned 
scholars who helped develop close cultural bonds 
between China and India over the past seven 
decades.

(Bikash Kali Das is an independent researcher 
on China-India relations, and develops contact 
mechanisms for people-to-people relations between 
the two countries.)

100 | News from china | China-India review | Special edition



India, China on the 
cusp of creating an 
Asian century

V. Bhaskaran

Guided by their shared heritage of friendship and development, 
India and China, the two ancient civilizations, are on the cusp of 
creating an Asian century, writes V. Bhaskaran. 

It has been 70 years since the establishment of 
diplomatic relationship between India and 
China on April 1, 1950. As a Chinese saying 

goes, “A man seldom reaches the age of seventy 
years in ancient times.”  Looking back on history, 
one can’t help but be overwhelmed with emotions. 
The establishment of diplomatic relations was a 
major event in China-India relations, which had 

significant international implications. Through 
the sufferings of aggression by colonialists and 
fascists, the two ancient Eastern civilizations have 
come together side by side and opened a brilliant 
chapter in the journey of national independence 
and liberation movement in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America, ushering in the process of reviving 
Eastern civilizations. 

News from china | China-India review | Special edition | 101



The Sino-Indian relationship, with a unique history of over 2000 years of 
co-operation and friendship, assumes greater significance than ever before 
in the context of preserving world peace.

Ambassadors of Friendship 
The India-China Friendship Association (ICFA) was at the forefront of 
establishing diplomatic and people-to-people relations between the two 
countries. After the new China was formed under the leadership of Chairman 
Mao Zedong, Pandit Sundarlal pioneered the formation of the Association 
with an anti-imperialist character. Karnataka was first to form such an 
association on November 1, 1949, led by ex-parliamentarian M. Govinda 
Reddy, while Sundarlal became the first president of the ICFA at the national 
level. The towering mountains and the vast expanse of deserts could not 
block the warm exchanges between Chinese and Indian civilizations. 

Prof. Xu Fancheng, the famous Chinese scholar 
and translator, spent 33 years in India, where he 
translated the Hindu classic Bhagavad Gita. The 
Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore, visited China 
twice and advocated eastern spiritual civilization 
together with Tan Yunshan, the founding director of 
the Department of Chinese Language and Culture 
at Viswabharati Cheen Bhavan, Santiniketan. 

During the war against Japanese aggression, 
Tagore tirelessly worked for the restoration and 
revival of old ties between India and China. His 
address delivered on the occasion of the founding 
of Viswabharati Cheen Bhavan on April 14, 1937, 
remains relevant even today. India sent a medical 
mission to China in which doctor Dwarkanath 
Kotnis, one outstanding member of this team, 

sacrificed his life in China. In memory of Dr Kotnis, both India and China 
jointly constituted a Joint Medical Mission (JMM) on January 14, 2008, which 
was inaugurated by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and his Chinese 
counterpart Wen Jiabao. 

Heralding A New Journey
The establishment of diplomatic ties opened a new journey in the 
development of modern China-India relations. India was the first non-
socialist country to establish relations with China. “Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai” 
became a catchphrase and a much-told story in the history of bilateral 
exchanges. In 1954, during Premier Zhou Enlai’s visit to India, both sides 
signed the Panchsheel Agreement and advocated the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence. It was welcomed by many countries across the globe. 
In the same year, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited Beijing, making 
him the first head of government of a non-socialist country to visit China 
since the founding of the Republic.

After the 1962 war, the two countries broke their ambassador-level ties; 
but in May 1976, the Indian government, led by Indira Gandhi, restored the 
ambassador-level relations, and K.R. Narayanan assumed office as India’s 
Ambassador in Beijing. In 1988, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi started his 
“ice-breaking visit” to China at the invitation of his Chinese counterpart. 
Gandhi laid a strong foundation for bilateral ties, and the two sides agreed to 
“look forward” to developing partnerships in different fields while seeking 
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relationship, with 
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over 2000 years of 
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than ever before 
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The interests 
of China and 
India converge 
as they share 
similar positions 
on international 
issues. By speaking 
in one voice, they 
are injecting new 
impetus into the 
development of 
their relations.

Chinese Premier Wen 
Jiabao with Prime 
Minister Manmohan 
Singh at Great Hall of 
People in Beijing in 
January 2008. 
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a mutually acceptable solution to the boundary 
dispute. 

 The two countries found a common language in 
seeking development and cooperation, promoting 
reforms, opening up through mutual learning, 
and pushing for the settlement of issues left over 
by history. After Mr Gandhi’s visit, India opened 
the Consulate-General office in Shanghai and 
Guangdong, while China opened similar offices in 
Mumbai and Kolkata. From then on, our relations 
rapidly improved with many state-level visits as 
well as people-to-people contacts. 

Both sides established media forums and 
university-level contacts to strengthen co-
operation. Further, we established relations with 
provincial-level governments. In 1996, Karnataka 
and Jiangsu province signed an MoU, establishing 
a direct political and cultural contact. Similar 
contacts were also established between Karnataka 
and Sichuan province. 

Current Momentum 
The current momentum of people-to-people 
exchanges and development has not come easily. 
Despite hard times and twists and turns in their 
relations, China and India have overcome the 
obstacles. The past seven decades have proved that 
friendly cooperation, which has dominated most of 
the time, is the general trend and more important 
than their differences. In 1981, both sides decided 
to resume Indian pilgrimage to Mount Kailash and 
Lake Manasarovar in Xizang. 

Also, the two countries continued to establish direct 
contacts between cities and provinces, promoting 
political and cultural exchanges. Currently, over 
1,000 Chinese companies are doing business in 
India, and Chinese mobile phone brands, such as 
Xiaomi, VIVO, and OPPO, represent half of the 
Indian market. India’s National Association of 
Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM) 
have established three IT corridors in Dalian, 
Guizhou, and Xuzhou. Both countries also have 
great potential for cooperation in medicine, IT, and 
interconnectivity.

As members of multilateral organizations, such 
as RIC, BRICS, SCO, and the G20, both China 
and India share common interests in promoting 
globalization and opposing trade protectionism. 

The interests of China and India converge as 
they share similar positions on international issues. 
By speaking in one voice, they are injecting a new 
impetus into the development of their relations.

In recent years, the two countries have been 
exploring “China-India Plus” as a new model of 
cooperation and successfully carried out a joint 
training program for the Afghan diplomats. 
It should be the direction of efforts for China 
and India to enhance mutual trust, enlarge 
cooperation, and narrow down the divergence. 
As China’s Ambassador to India Sun Weidong 
has said, “China-India relations stand at a new 
starting point. We should draw wisdom from our 
thousands of years of civilizations and explore a 
way to get along with each other for enhancing 
mutual trust, focusing on cooperation, managing 
differences, and seeking common development.” 

The Way Forward 
2020 marks the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between 
China and India. It is also the China-India Year 
of Cultural and People-to-People Exchanges. The 
two sides agreed to hold 70 celebratory activities 
to demonstrate their age-old connections and 
growing relationship to boost exchanges between 
legislatures, businesses, academics, cultural and 
youth groups, and defense forces.

As both countries celebrate this momentous 
occasion, they should incorporate Xi Jinping’s 
thoughts on diplomacy and highlight three aspects 
of “transmission,” “stability,” and “vision” to 
achieve long-term relations. China and India are 
on the cusp of creating an Asian century and 
achieving a greater glory in the next 70 years as 
both sides have the ability and wisdom to find a 
common path for development.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi takes a selfie with 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang in Beijing in May 2015. 

(V. Bhaskaran is General Secretary of India-China Friendship Association, Karnataka and National.)
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People-to People & Cultural exchanges



1.	 Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai inaugurated the Indian Art Exhibition at the invitation of India’s Ambassador to China K.M. Panikkar on May 10, 
1952. The photo shows Chinese students visiting the exhibition.

2.	 The Indian Table Tennis Team played a match with Chinese Table Tennis Team at Tsinghua University Gymnasium on December 14, 1952.
3.	 A reception ceremony was held to welcome an elephant presented by India’s Prime Minister Nehru to Chinese children in West Suburb Park of 

Beijing on May 30, 1953. In the photo, the elephant “Assa” gave performances, carrying teenagers attending the ceremony. 
4.	 The Indian culture delegation, headed by Deputy Minister, External Affairs Ministry of India, Anil Kumar Chanda, arrived in Beijing on June 8, 

1955. They were warmly welcomed by people of Beijing. 
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1.	 A Chinese child and an Indian child 
celebrated International Children’s Day 
together on June 1, 1955.

2.	 Chairman Mao Zedong received an Indian 
movie delegation led by iconic film star Raj 
Kapoor on October 27, 1955.

3.	 26 Indian women federations held a 
party to welcome visiting Vice Chairman 
of Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress of China Mme. Soong 
Chingling on December 20, 1955. 

4.	 Chinese leaders Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi, 
Zhou Enlai and Zhu De with an Indian 
photographer at Zhongnanhai Huairentang 
in 1956.

5.	 India’s President Rajendra Prasad (second 
on the left) received Cao Yu (first on the 
right), who represented China to attend 
the preparatory committee of Asian Writers 
Meeting in New Delhi on July 30, 1956.
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1.	 Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai received an Honorary PhD Degree from the Indian International University in the 
Peace Village of Kolkata during his visit to India in January 1957.

2.	 Famous Indian Bharatanatyam dancers Lakshman Sisters presented their first performance at CPPCC 
Auditorium in Beijing on March 29, 1957.

3.	 Dr. Dwarkanath Kotnis’ Chinese wife, son and brother expressed their condolences in front of his grave in 
October 1957.

4.	 Chinese Vice President Zhu De with members of the Indian Medical Mission Team and their family who supported 
Chinese people in the Anti-Japanese War on October 4, 1957. 
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1.	 An exhibition of Chinese paintings, books and 
periodicals, pictures and stamps was held at the India 
International Center on May 25, 1978. 

2.	  A meeting of Chinese Acupuncture Anesthesia 
Academic was held in Beijing from June 1 to 5 1979. 
In the photo, Chinese Vice Premier Fang Yi with Indian 
Doctor Basu (left) and Vice Premier Chen Muhua (first 
on right).

3.	 In this photo taken in 1981, Chinese dancers who 
learned Indian classical dance in India practiced 
dancing under the guidance of an Indian teacher. 

4.	 China Youth Art Theatre performed the drama 
Shakuntala, which was adapted from a mythological 
play in verse written by the great Indian ancient poet 
Kalidasa in June 1982.
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1.	 India’s Prime Minister Indira Gandhi received the 
visiting elegation from China Central Song and 
Dance Ensemble, who were attending the Art 
Festival of the 9th Asian Games in New Delhi on 
November 19, 1982.

2.	 Indian audience asked for a Chinese athlete’s 
signature after Chinese men’s gymnastics team 
won the championship on November 20, 1982.

3.	 Chinese children movie The Tinkling Spring 
Water won the Gold Elephant Award, the highest 
one in the 3rd Indian International New Youth 
Movie Festival, on November 14, 1983.

4.	 Chinese People’s Association for Friendship 
with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) held a 
reception party in Beijing to celebrate the 
publication of translation of the full text of Indian 
epic Ramayana on September 15, 1984. Vice 
President of CPAFFC Chu Tunan and India’s 
Ambassador to China A. P. Venkateswaran 
attended the reception. In the photo, 
Ambassador Venkateswaran  presented a gift to 
Professor Ji Xianlin, the translator of Ramayana.
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1.	 Indian Movie Week was held in 

Shanghai, China on March 10, 1986. In 
the photo, the Indian movie delegation 
headed by Sai Paranjpye walked into 
Shanghai Daguangming Theatre and 
met the audience.

2.	 First Glance at Desert written by Chen 
Gege (right), a student from Guiyang 
No. 6 Middle School of Guizhou, China 
won Nehru Gold Prize, the top one in 
Shankar International Children Essay 
Competition held in India in January 
1993. It was the first time that a Chinese 
middle school student won the gold 
prize in an international children essay 
competition in a decade.

3.	 Indian Culture Festival was unveiled in 
Beijing on May 9, 1994. Three Indian 
art ensembles attended the opening 
ceremony. 

4.	 Actor and actresses of Mei Lanfang 
Beijng Opera Troupe of Beijing Peking 
Opera Theatre performed the traditional 
opera The Tale of the White Serpent 
in Kamani Auditorium in New Delhi on 
November 4, 2003.
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1.	 A visitor at China Modern Oil Painting Exhibition at 
National Modern Art Gallery in New Delhi on February 
17, 2004. This oil painting exhibition presented 
50 excellent works of over 30 Chinese modern oil 
painters. It was previously exhibited in Mumbai and 
Kolkata. 

2.	 At a commemorative meeting of the 50th anniversary 
of the initiation of the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence by China and India, Mohammed Fazal 
(middle), Governor of Maharashtra, presented 
memento to Ms. Guo Qinglan (right), wife of late Dr 
Dwarkanath Kotnis who supported China in the Anti-
Japanese War on June 14, 2004.

3..	Star of India Song and Dance Troupe presented a 
grand song and dance drama “Impression India” 
on May 17, 2005. The Bollywood song and dance, 
Indian classic dance and modern dance enthralled the 
people of Nantong.

4.	 The bronze carving picture The Legend of Master 
Xuan Zang in Tang Dynasty consisting of 30 bronze 
frescoes and 6 Flying Fairy bronze statues were 
transported from Hangzhou to India on August 2, 
2006. It was collected by Xuanzang Memorial in 
Nalanda University, India. 

5.	 The Beijing Acrobatics Troupe staged its  
first performance in New Delhi on  
September 6, 2006.
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1.	 An Indian chef showed the art of making roti 
paratha (Indian bread) at Spring Consumption 
Festival in Chongqing, Sichuan Province, China, 
on February 2, 2007.

2.	 Dusha, an Indian teacher, taught lessons 
to children of rural migrant workers from 
Xiangwang School at Yangzhou, China in 
November 2007. She came to teach English 
voluntarily every week. 

3.	 The torch relay of the 2008 Beijing Olympic 
Games took place in New Delhi on  
April 17, 2008. 

4.	 The 100-member Indian Youth Delegation 
visited Guiyang, China on July 3, 2008. In 
the photo, the Indian youth were leaving their 
comments after visiting Guishan Academy in 
Guizhou Province.
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1.	 An Indian  student studying in China made sweet dumplings with the 
community residents to celebrates the Lantern Festival, a Chinese 
traditional festival, at Heping District, Tianjin City, China, on February  
25, 2010.

2.	 According to the consensus reached by President Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 2014, the Chinese side opened the pilgrimage 
route through Nathula Pass for official Indian pilgrims in 2015.

3.	 On December 21, 2018, the First Meeting of the China-India High-Level 
People-to-People and Cultural Exchange Mechanism was held in New 
Delhi, co-chaired by State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi and 
Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj.

4.	 The contest of the 18th “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Language Proficiency 
Competition for Foreign University Students (Indian) was held in New 
Delhi on May 24, 2019.

5.  Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi and India’s 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Chinese and Indian journalists 
at the China-India Media Forum. The media forum was a part of the 
Second Meeting of the China-India High-Level People-to-People and 
Cultural Exchanges Mechanism held in Beijing in August 2019.
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1.	 Chinese Ambassador to India Sun Weidong delivered a speech at the opening ceremony of the “Ritual Vessels and Musical Instruments of 
Ancient China: A Special Exhibition of Cultural Relics from Hubei Province,” held at the National Museum in New Delhi in November 2019. 

2.	 Dr Bao Jiqing, wife of Chinese Ambassador to India Sun Weidong, with author Poonam Surie and Shallu Jindal, president, JSPL Foundation, at 
the inaugural function of the joint China-India exhibition of paintings and calligraphy, in New Delhi in December 2019.  

3. 	The second China-India Youth Dialogue, co-hosted by the Chinese Embassy and the Confederation of Young Leaders (CYL) in New Delhi on 
January 9, 2020, marked the first of a series of events planned for the 70th anniversary celebrations of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the two Asian countries. 

4. 	The iconic China Oriental Performing Arts Group and China National Symphony Orchestra performed in New Delhi in January 2020 to mark the 
Chinese New Year and celebrations for the 70th anniversary of diplomatic ties between China and India. 2020 also marks the Year of China-India 
Cultural and People-to-People Exchanges. 

5. 	Chinese Ambassador to India H.E. Sun Weidong sent a video congratulatory message on the issue of the commemorative cover on the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and India on April 1, 2020.

6. 	On April 1, 2020, the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between China and India, Chinese Ambassador to India Sun 
Weidong delivered a video speech.

7.	 Chinese Ambassador to India Sun Weidong and his wife, Dr Bao Jiqing, lighted a traditional Indian diya (lamp), as an act of solidarity with people 
of India in their fight against the coronavirus epidemic.
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Political-Diplomatic eXCHANGES
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi held 2 informal summits, 
and exchanged in-depth views on overarching, long-term and strategic issues of global and regional 
importance. 

Since 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has sent 4 senior delegations to visit China, and sent 
representatives 4 times to China to attend the international conferences held by the Communist Party 
of China (CPC). 

The CPC has maintained friendly exchanges with 9 major Indian political parties including the BJP, 
Congress and left-wing parties for a long time. Exchanges and cooperation have been carried out 
through high-level visits, study tours, training courses and seminars. These have played an important 
role in promoting mutual understanding and friendship between the two peoples and promoting 
healthy and stable development of bilateral relations. 

The two countries have held frequent exchanges of high-level visits. President Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi have had 16 bilateral meetings since 2014, enhancing political mutual trust, 
properly managing differences, expanding practical cooperation so as to guide a better and more 
stable development of bilateral ties. 

Inter-parliamentary friendship groups are set up by China and India. Regular contacts and exchanges 
are maintained between the leadership and specialized committees of the two Parliaments. More than 
20 parliamentarians from both countries have exchanged visits during recent years.   

Since the establishment of the Special Representatives’ meeting on the boundary question in 2003, 
the two sides have held 22 rounds of meetings, which have played an important role in promoting the 
settlement of the boundary question and maintaining peace and tranquility in the border areas. 

In 2003, the International Department of Central Committee of CPC and the Ministry of External Affairs 
of India established an exchange mechanism. So far, a total of 10 Chief  Ministers from India, including 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who used to be Chief Minister of Gujarat, have visited China, and 16 
CPC party leaders from the central and local committees of China have visited India. The exchange 
mechanism has become an important channel to enhance political mutual trust, expand province-
state exchanges and practical cooperation in various fields. 

There are 50 dialogue mechanisms between China and India for exchanging views on various topics of 
bilateral, regional and global concern. 

Practical Cooperation 
Economy and Trade 
The Development Research Center of the State Council of China has held 4 rounds of dialogues with 
the NITI Aayog of India, reaching consensus on promoting sustainable and high-quality economic 
development of two countries, safeguarding global multilateral trade mechanisms, promoting the 
reform of the global governance system and guarding against international economic and financial 
risks. 

Facts and Figures on 
China-India Cooperation 
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Occupying 4 of the top 5 smartphone shipments in India, Chinese brand smartphones are popular 
with Indian people. 

China and India have held 6 rounds of strategic economic dialogues to exchange macroeconomic 
policies on infrastructure, high technology, energy conservation and environmental protection, 
energy and medicine and promote practical economic and trade cooperation. 

China and India have held 9 rounds of financial dialogues and reached consensus on 
macroeconomic situation and policies, cooperation under multilateral frameworks as well as 
bilateral investment and financial cooperation. 

China and India have held 11 sessions of China-India Joint Group of Economy and Trade 
to engage in extensive exchanges on bilateral trade in goods and services, investment and 
industrial park cooperation, trade statistics and trade remedies, and constantly deepen bilateral 
practical cooperation on economy and trade. At the same time, the two countries have closely 
cooperated with and supported each other on multilateral trading system and regional economic 
cooperation, making important contributions to establishing new international economic order 
and safeguarding the interests of developing countries. 

Since the beginning of the 21st century, trade between China and India has grown from less than 
$3 billion to nearly $100 billion, an increase of about 32 times. In 2019, the trade volume between 
China and India was $92.68 billion. 

More than 1,000 Chinese companies have increased their investment in industrial parks, 
e-commerce and other areas in India, with 200,000 local jobs created. 

Indian companies are also actively expanding the Chinese market, with a cumulative investment 
of nearly 1 billion US dollars in China. According to Indian statistics, more than two-thirds of 
Indian companies investing in China are making steady profits. 

With a combined market of over 2.7 billion people and a GDP of 20% of the world’s total, China and 
India enjoy huge potential and broad prospects for economic and trade cooperation. 

Chinese companies’ cumulative investment in India is more than 8 billion US dollars. 

Science and Technology 
China and India have held 2 rounds of China-India Joint Research workshops on Science and 
Technology Innovation. 

China and India have hosted 3 rounds of conferences of China-India Technology Transfer, 
Collaborative Innovation & Investment. 

Indian companies have set up 3 IT corridors in China, which help promote China-India cooperation 
in information technology and high technology. 

China and India have held 6 rounds of meetings of the China-India Joint Committee on Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation to strengthen policy coordination and information sharing, and 
promote cooperation on scientists exchanges and joint research projects. 
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Defense 
China and India have held 8 rounds of “Hand-in-Hand” joint anti-terrorist exercises to enhance mutual 
understanding and trust, exchange training experiences and jointly improve anti-terrorism capabilities. 

China and India have held 9 rounds of China-India defense and security consultation to strengthen 
exchanges and cooperation in the defense field. 

People-to-People & CULTURAL Exchanges 
China and India have held 2 rounds of meetings of China-India High-Level People-to-People and Cultural 
Exchanges Mechanism. The two sides have made new progress on exchanges and cooperation in the 
fields of art, publishing, media, film and television, museum, sports, youth, tourism, locality, traditional 
medicine, yoga, education and think tanks. 

2 Confucius Institutes and 3 Chinese language centers have been established in India. Around 20 
universities in India offer Chinese courses, among which 8 provide a major in Chinese studies. The 
contest of the “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign Secondary School 
Students (Indian) has been held for 12 sessions. The contest of the “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency 
Competition for Foreign University Students (Indian) has been held for 18 sessions. Chinese language 
learning is becoming a popular trend in India. 

The two sides have held 4 sessions of China-India High Level Media Forum and 4 sessions of China-
India Think Tank Forum to strengthen exchanges and cooperation in the field of media and think tanks. 

The two countries have established 14 pairs of sister cities and provinces, and will establish sister 
provinces and cities between Fujian Province and Tamil Nadu State, Quanzhou City and Chennai City. 

Since 2006, the hundred-member Chinese and Indian youth delegations have exchanged 14 visits, and 
more than 4000 Chinese and Indian youth have visited each other’s country. 

There are 134 flights linking major cities of the two countries every week, among which China has 94 
flights to India and India has 40 flights to China (excluding the flights between the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region of China and Indian cities). 

China has established 1 Luban Workshop and 1 Luban-Mo-tse Culture Institute in India, which have 
trained more than 200 technical Indian students. 

Over 2,000 young Chinese are studying in India, and more than 20,000 Indian youth are studying in China. 
Cooperation in the field of education between the two countries has been continuously strengthened. 

The number of Indian pilgrims to Xizang Autonomous Region of China has surged from several hundreds 
in the 1980s to more than 20,000 in 2019. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China and Ministry of 
External Affairs of India have made great efforts in coordination and established the Contact Mechanism 
for Indian Pilgrims. The government of Xizang Autonomous Region of China has undertaken heavy 
logistics work to help facilitate the pilgrimage, which has become an important bond between the 
Chinese and Indian people to enhance mutual understanding and friendship. 

Two-way personnel exchanges between China and India have exceeded 1 million, among which more 
than 800,000 Indians visit China (excluding an average of 700,000 Indians visiting the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region of China each year) and more than 200,000 Chinese visit India.
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